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A s, like Meghaduta of
ion, an erotic lyric, be
al in execution. The a
ia, known as Sriman Ve
vho is one of the Act
i revered as the spiritu
tion of them. Itisas
stanzas in the Mandak
leghaduta ‘in plan and
assing his model both in
‘he machinery of the pc
ksha, he presents to us
gainst the improbability
ger, he introduces a birc



ssequent poets are as it
side the eternal fount of V
Rama for his hero and tl
lyric, Vedanta Desika wo
ad his poem gains on that
ness, - Again, though we 1
at of want of freshness in
pared with that of Kalida
> be hypercritical ; for t
esa passages of lofty con
oughout; the poem is trems
:motion investing the thot
s quality characte%es this_
s quality of unction Wthh
Hence it is that this poes
‘on of a classic, is, as few ir
by itself and has earned fc
nskrit literature,
;lived in comparatively re



said to have been borr
4369 of the Kaliags s
red and eight years. T
38 A, D. to 1376 A, D—
of the Deccan, dur
mof Wijianagar was ¢
ied for the first timeun
5. For  years, the s
sir quiet enjoyment of
ouring: down into the
gration and settling ir
ms that were then flc
on, there is ample evic
sarnings in its wake, gi
ng in the South and
taste and refinement,
v inaugurated by Sr
1gam there rose two §
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I history of the time, As sh
he had a contempt for the pa
stha or lay-man as he wa
ng—a way of life chosen :
aic organization of society
11 great men of a religious o
better fit them for their wor
ranquillity and self-abaseme
ice under a King as the mos
ver be guilty of. He saysi~

L IR EERICC U BT
TR | Sty Wi
| FR@qAY aae gl
care we for such as seek
ourtly verses in praise of beg

id fume with fiery haughtines
ey share a tittle of sovereign
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within our stomach bui
the fire that burns wil
10t beg evena blade ¢
:ld with our words frag
he close of day.
> that he took when he
mnowned Vidyaranya t
z of whose king, Buk
nder such a stout heart I
is understood in those
world outweighed eve
a5 were directed to sti
rn and brought up and
strokes of logic every c
1is days. He was a liot
t may perhaps strike th
an adulation of self t
but we must allow it in



was pride: but when He
en He praised himself; for
Grace which redeemed hit
Cp. Bhagavat Vishayam
5ri A, Govindachar's Dru;
1.

nta Acharya says of himsel
at before his twentieth year
>f his time; and from his twe
me hundred and eighth yea
rary activity, teaching th
on them, expounding them
ich for elaborate thoroughn
ith the best that appeared
iture,  More than three qu:
-work is rarely given to the
Desika’s living authority e:
f men, His more importa
ut one hundred and twe



.us if well considered, i
cal works of Kavithar
and disputants), the
g
s works, however, we 1
7 activity proper must
¢ after the manner of K
adavabhyudaya, on th
esa is a lyric after Meg
philosophical drama, m
early Erglish stage, bu
1atic, after the manner
sira Gadya is a short
work of a thousand slol
Sri Ranganath, writter
navala-peruinal-nayina
Inthis connection we ¢
tking of himself in com



s to the large heart of
ntradiction to the crowir

his zeal for the service
ignation at the sad way
een misinterpreted by b
rive a bit of his mind to
nts that would neither se

el guHArTaT gaias
AergRagAEsI ]
Tagyar |
: on my humble head f
3 are perfumed by  the t
i Ramanunja) : But, see!
Is of those haughty tu
: of religion or philosoj
a Desika cleatly explair
S‘Z's/wa'in‘ his Sankalna G,



‘hout any relation to

s view was, he wrote hi,
¢ Mimamsa, to oppose t
theistic Memamsa then
sosition of the works o
vmini. This is not the
merits of this work or
to say, here and every
he défended the cause

1 of the universal prir
Wdying language by Sa
‘arasara in Srimat Vish
1, Purana Ratna or the
terly way expounded b
y was not the chief pur:
e, as we have seen, his
f his genius and learning
est of his works of this
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“Gome trust in works, others in
ice our trust in the slippers of th
uwi”, he passed quietly on. Again
enemies made it hot for him to re
creupon he went to the Karnatic and
for more than twelve years. Duri

t of the country he visited Melkote

a and established the Matha of P:

itual guide of the Royal Family ¢

absence in the Karnatic, affairs at S

ful state. A certain Mayavadi, as the

:ame there and challenged the Srivais

0 him in theological disputation. I

¢ Faith there could be a match to t

of the faithful was sent to the exi

:n one night he lay in his bed, think
Lord in Sriranca and haomiline~ L



3 it ought to have been. ‘ He say:
EITEITF“Q'#TCW{'H;chf:tdeLI TR A
FAETATGAY AT fTasarEar

to the King of Ascetics! Sri R
wre, the high watershed from whic
f learning; the umbrageous tree t!
:ary traveller that has wandered th
1d death; the morning sun, as it w
1ess of the night produced by the
ng-headed interpreters ; and the f
cean of vedic learning.”
ncident in the author’s life. must
toric worth. While he wasin S
i cloud, which had long been d
izon and whose terror had long be
at last burst upon the very gate
g this was the invasion of the



wdition. They recognised our mas
s, of Sruta Prakasika, the comme
jattar, on the Bhashya of Sri Ramar
more to preserve it than his life, Ve
rirangam and went once more intc
: there and elsewhere for a long tim
it possible to go back to Srirangam
f the moslim invaders. It was on
rs of insecurity that the habit of bu
fortress of Srirangam began. Prev
vas considered a sacrilege to havi
ide the seven Prakaras of the pagod:
tory of our author, there he lived a
1 a century -and died in Srivangam
cted no less for his character and lif
His memory is cherished and he
of the Sri Vaishnava church. His
ite to the shrine of Sriranganaya
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to take birth in the world as t
icl Anantasuri.

sika was as a scholar and poet, ye
miversal literature, we cannot wel
inality either in the choice of hi
of treating them. Perhaps this w
writers of Sauskrit during that pe:
~in form and spirit had long since
nses were smothered beneath

edantry ; yet our author's work
ency of style and command ove
“language not easily met with in
ven of the earlier writers it may b
els him and it is very high praise
sanskrit anthor that he is excell
s said AMEESTITET— All th
spat out! Therefore it is not
teacher says of himself—



ises knotty points of logic and
foreign systems of thought or
glory or trims epic and lyric
» same headlong flow of speecl
kind of alliteration or agnomin
would call it, terminal, middle a
‘te and it comes unbidden everyw
1oing by mere volume of sound t
without in the least degree marring
ror rendering it cramped or comj
y over the language is a rare gift
issess . it.

s now turn to Hamsa Sandesa itse
ierved elsewhere, on the well-kn
he plot combines the advantage o
illusive power by a sort of verisimi.
to what is believed to be historic
: ear of the Indian reader whois r



R e

:soul, nor is there any
plot, Thus the subject |
and it is gratifying that, t
sensibility to put the ad
heir very best use. For
stances of the plot may
f a poem; as there are som
themselves that even indif
iced be said when the gt
he graceful in art? TFo
en by Vedanta Desika.

or the poem is as it were
arrative and pathetic app
mple words, now weigh
rigour and strength is a

ever it is handled. Ini
iserian stanza in  Ionglisl
bit length cannot ecasily
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nted out. It refers not so much to
s to the thought enshrined in it.
nto of Meghaduta where the intere:
- descriptive and not human
each stanza there runs a trif
| feeling working into each other, 11
out, shaking delicate tints of sugg
being (1) the intellectual element
of scenes and objects in the path o
rous colouring of the images to sui
the lover ; (3) the adroitness with
s made to feel that the journey
s delight 'than a task imposed upan
estion of the agreeable personal re
loud would enter with every scen
ling described, Such a blending
mius, In Hamsa Sandesa too the
t they are fewer and perhaps do no

srheme nf the nnat T emaxr mita fn



es . his mouth., For example,

34th, 35th and 36th stanzas of 1
na describes his state during the
er following his separation from S

y breeze, subdued of yore by scer
rammelled from thy cup-like breas
itting time, starts up at once,

4 far—and giving lofty airs

wth and sky with £enda scents
me to wretched humbleness,

. the drooping lotus flowers;

aions of thy lotus-facel

Rama too, his haughty head

“low, his bow unbent, implored
7ith frighted looks ¢O deign to spa
ghhourhood *~—even craven Spring
the ends of space with diverse da:
s armory, in lavish wealth,

vt den tlamie almn and dint in cweers.



:ene of the poem is laid on t
dra known as Pampa and on
s introduced as beholding a

il expanse of water before hi
f his lost wife and in his ¢
ending the swan as a messeng
e path of the swan is describec
he famous shrines, such as Tirv
Tirumalirum solai. After reac
d arrives at the sea which it is
v and fall on the doomed land.
1e condition of Sita in her pris
pares favourably with the ve
ghaduta. It is not necessary t
the poem in the introductio
of a poem in a foreign langt
e beauties of the original, yet
ucceed in carrying an idea
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awtiful wreath of lovely and pious tho
e feet of Lord Rama.

' the plot of the poem. It opens with hoy
‘ighest God, honoured humanity by takit
ming into Ikshvaku's race; and playing o
ortal man he permitted his Queen-Consor!
y by Ravana;then simulating grief he |
- Hanuman had returned finding on
s, he made up his mind to lead the con
he Vanaras against his foe and win hi

there was still some cause for delay in 1
ces ; and he feared there would be more de
0 ; his queen who had sent word to him t
bear life longer than a month might en
Cherefore to assure her of his speedy goii
- also gentle words of love, another messa
—this time at least, a messenger who like
t not be a mere incarnation of strengtl
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pset and agreeably to his fond fan
ould find her a messenger in this ve
less thing., Its disqualification st
/as he gone in his love. Then

the poet makes Lord Rama wel
er in gentle and entreating words.
1e messenger is described in flaunti:
by association and training, the f
roaches with a petition for help, is
sh honour. The stanzas describin
r of the swan are sublime both in

i

nt hast thy birth from loins of Him
part the trackless sea of sacred lore
ose body is this vast Kxpanse of tl
i art the Lotus-Dweller’s favoured
say the Siddhas wise.. And by the
worthy in thy ways, is got the rare
vard from wife of Him-—Her snow.



ssume the reins to drive the car?

¢t stanza Rama appeals to the feeling
ts sympathy by contrasting the natural
shvaku race and the present piteous s
of that race is reduced.

s race are famed from old for strength

1 resolve; could change the world and
so they wished; Ah, mighty they!

: their fortune dire and fateful time;

u then see why meet it is that thou
go to Lanka, seat of Rakshasas,
cupon 7rikuta hill, whose crest

e and seek amidst the ocean waves?

1 is specially fitted for such a task ; f
iily fly across the sea and can pass un:
1 into the very heart of the city and i
itself in which Sita is imprisoned, je
1] the jom‘néy will be p]ea’g,ant to the 1



he scenes that lie i
introduction to e
poem. The rest m
2 conception comp
searance of the moc
noted for its quain
wrely metaphysica;
ais mount, Malyar
ing in his heart th
ising with a grace
. far outdoes the mr
ure assume the for
t Primeval Maker
whose creating mi
up into transpare
to Lanka where
1er limbs themselv

swwa noame in all th
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an to linger along the way. The hero
ssist the temptation for his sake and go

t country that the bird has to pass throug
land ; the poet hurries through this trac
ce to reach the holy shrines beyond) ; at
tes the messenger across it,

and hills and streams display their view
1ating charm ; and where again,

me thy voice so sweet to hear his heard,
and village maids rush out from homes
stle nigh, and, shooting sidelong glance

a pair of brows untaught to knit,

at thy form and know the cause of sound.
e border between the Andhra and the Kar
ed. There a plesant bucolic sight will de



ibed. There meet

e gods descending from above and
at come from earth, unequal now n
Satva rising sweeps distinctions al
ey throng and pray in perfect unis
cause alike they reap the froits th
en after encountering a stream cal
ri, the bird will enter the provinc
Kanchi, the modern Conjeeveram i
croduces Kanchi, his own native pl
ced by Kéalidasa in Meghaduta.
stanzas all the interests of the t
md the sacred waters of the place ¢
gy, as how in days of yore Bral
| a sacrifice in the company of S:
ti, created the city by the mere fia
hile he was performing the sac

4t a ot 1 ~ ~
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apares well w1th the

s grarEi
ddrwTE: |
USEREE
gAr=g@RG | oof K

: clear and lusty swe
ding far about,
wd bursting lotus sce:
aell both crisp and s
g langour great
-ateful cool,
wispering Sipra brec
>ft whispering words
fresh and natural
ollowing :

t dost approach the {
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ous with the highesé emotion.

Now fear not thou if there thou seest: ;
Though dark it is as is an emerald :
‘Tis Lakshmi plays the lightning on it
And Grace divine, the liquid charging
Its gentle neighbourhood is known fu}
To countless swans of heaven as pure ;
This cloud it was that took the shape |
And gave the start to all thy cygnet ri
1en the poet sends the swan throug
ng dark afar

With tall areca palms in proud array ;
There sparkle patches wide of open fie
Amidst the streams that branch from |
Whose divers flow is checked by croco
Which rush against their course with w
1e Sahhva’s child referred to is the Ka
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:ir hair which throttles wreathes of flow

1 palm, rehearse the fight

iling moonlight wages with the dark, .

thy eyes, Swan, playing on the swings.
éstern part of the Chola land is descrit

by the name of Farska.

35 Swvetadri, known as Thiruvellarai,
orth of Srirangam. A cerfain dark w

'hood is described. - Then the Kaveri m

i elegant stanza, it is compared to ab
father's house to her hushand’s. The

ymmonplace among sanskrit writers, it 1

int, :

led away betimes by winds

ya's parent lap to Ocean’s breast,

ntless friends like thee of double birth
t auspicious blessings on her head,

“in the morn, areca trees,
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mous future shrine. - Only the all-knc
already sent to await the coming of t
set cleverly avoids a palpable anachrc
id that the poem is otherwise free fro
nisms. The peopling of the south
wing Aryan shrines and institutions a
hen, according to Valmiki, the land

habited by wild tribes, might be put

nism, But it is not palpable and the
" the Hindu mind to historic accurac
ith this as with that. Moreover a re:
sle in the fact that Valmiki cannot be
ithority in such matters ; for he who
iings, makes no mention whatever of tl
* of any large river which either Ham
sed have crossed in theit passage to -
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on is bended arm, the Lord

nd lovely eyes, the very life
daughter, shining far about

ss emerald within a box,

ty of feeling makes the poet forg
sen himself and the dramatis person
1in rises in blended loveliness and g
an has to fly across desert wilds “th
‘he Pandyan soil.”

res abound and where in dreary dre
chirrups with hrarsh and deafening
ainly a bold déscription of the horrc
- there is no local colouring to disti
wny other ; and there is also here the
alism noticeable elsewhere. The po
e with his eye on nature. He write
arefully noticed, there are twoascla
»serving nature, have the eyeto B
beautiful in it and symbolize it in
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compare the desdription there and th
distinction beétween absolute wvision
| be clearly seen,
riext stanza describing the ladies of
1e like the one quoted elsewhere d
think we must give the palm to Hi
g the beautiful in the personal charms
res are drawn by dll that is gentle ¢
ure. Though in later writers this
ted intoc. ribaldry, we must say th
nough to eschew extravaganece of eve
comes a spirithial man of his temper.
l.in the Pandyan land, the ladies brig
h Kuvalaya eyes will make for thee
sstoon with their looks to honour the
it bast so sweet a voice ; and while th
ir face aloft to question with their ga
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‘es. These two ideas are wov

nanner of Sanskrit poets. ]

Thongh the poet here refers

ires of the locality as how th

:sand how there abound Keta!

tableexaggeration in the sar
which rise,

zhts and spread o'er twice the
stakies that fall profuse.”

1 is happy and vigorous, comp
1e sea to an arrow darting frc
n is fine and above all approj
ja’s messenger should enter
lly mood.

ng there awhile, dart on—
m the bow of arched beach,
saring wave, that fumes and fi



» the ‘city is an eéxample of the
f thought I referred to elsewhe
aks thine eyes can get a view
ir away~~one mass of white
ess mansions rising in the air
on the ample ocean sands,
swans ! Now she, on seeing th
ing wings of streamers floating
> start ahead and cooing soft
nes, await thy dear approa.ch
he first canto in close imitatic
nd canto the poet introduces
kept in the back-ground and ¢
Sita and her passion are descri
: language, As we proceed
poem, the strain rises in grac
I be found that nearly the who
lly conceived and expressed,



e many oo ety amayee
movement. Herein therefore De
= iristinct of a 'poet; whlch again
antry in him.
rse the swan is conducted to the A
.confined ; and there to the Sim
[anuman saw her and' which form
i captivity. Then follows an a

rery-limb; the treasure-trove

arid ‘the Goddess of true worth.”
t describes in twelve stanzas h
»able occupation in. which she mig

ilttess-beam: of moon surprised
vel-of a'filthy knave ‘
dedts dead dogs ‘or else & bougl
nsplantéd td & wood - ,
.trees abound; or high-toned wor
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‘Upon the ground : scarce sadder.
Stanza 24 is very pathetic in its
5 indignation,
When thou shalt see her sad and
—Alas ! too sad a state for one lil
Thou too must find it hard to-stel
Thy torrent grief that flows uncot
Ah ! how can one not own a hear
.. If 'one has such a purity, not born
In lands unheard, like that ten-he
Nor in a race that battens on raw
From stanza 31 begins the messag
: sent through the swan, - It describe
ama is; it refers to past joys and prese
1t hopes for the future ; it fortifies het
vity by citing examples of suffering
1ds with a powerful description of ho
akshmana will cross the sea bv bindi



ting. Therefore the reader is o‘nce fo
ody of the poem itself ; the introductic
‘het the reader’s appetite for the poem
it,

nessage is delivered, in two stanzas
\ddressed and requested to bring bac
‘which Sita may send.

oem ought to end as in Meghaduta,
,, however, the poet adds two meore stat
escribing what remains of the sto:
ating in its Vaidyuta Vega i, e, light
weep, the first canto of Valmiki’s R
rroduction cannot close better than wit
vhich forms a sort of colophon to the |
x persons test this flawless gem

less ears—the eyes to see its worth ;
isenger—the gem of song which broag!
7 Sita back to Rama’s breast ;
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e N - -

m used in tlns sense the pronoun ETE does ncg ﬂm
elative 9. Compare L AT FAL G& wh,
HFIE‘MMallmdtha dqd= WH%UE’ The Great Bemo
the attributes mentioned m the Sloka—d<_is use
sense even mthout any | faasg, Compare Haqra
g1 =ired geat AAIFRANEAT| AgTgEiyReSa %
_GTETQT?ET('«TH— Subandhu, FIAT —one whose desit
back Sita) was intense. ¥ = a day of Brahma cc
- of 1000 Deva yugas. Note the Vigraha of ﬁi'ﬂ'a
qq is mdeclmable meaning ¢ with great effort’, T;T
object of Tqﬁﬁg’ =endured the night’s suffermo Gl
n, Act. Perf. 3rd Pers. Sing of §g with .

SLoka 2. & §al IWMSUAI]F SUAAFA
§ AARGUE Merad UTgE @ed @@l ||
- Sri Valmiki describes a lotus tank near the prasn
| which is otherwise known as a Maly-avat hill to -
“Rama had retired with his brother ‘Lakshmana
: installation of Sugriva. The author evidently ha
mind and introduces the subject of the poem by s
at Sri Rama, who was about to advance with
cces towards Lanka aud whose mind was. full of g
count af Sita, saw next morning a stately swan p
a certain lotu‘ ~tank, o

.
T~
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‘griet ! the morning. It governs aavx | mrwerqra =
n hep 8= 2Sugriva, HUT =quickly. —*'EIWWWF{ is the
1ges (of future participle of causal of ¥ with It
ton Pd out. HEIT: AT SETHTATAT: 7 E{U
tuce 1 =as she, who ought to be near, was far away
f’afpﬂ ==whose soul was pmm<y with grief ﬁf@f@q
- about playfully. éﬁrrq gaverns THAGUY =in
Aotus tank,  WRIAE = Come for the seaso
n). TR is full moon. UATA-FYAGIAL 1ik
re of the full moon. The swan was perfectly whit
e lustre” without any obscurity as is found in th
itself which has kalamka. This expression als
s the idea of a loving pair playing in the tan
U USEH: = king of swans. Rajahans.
lass of swans whose beaks and legs are red while tl
»arts of the body are perfectly white, Z2q is acti
:3vd pers. sing. Its present tense is qafa..
loka 3. AreAq USEY =aeaqeliy: fiv @ duads: 3
qrent raraarney JaETaRag S 8
7T ga: dWERan wad gud §id wata.
‘he sight of the swan intensified his grief as it broug
¥ to his mind the image of Sita, The gait of the bi
ice and its form recalled to his mind the gait of S
wusic of her anklet, and her silken vest which v
‘ed with the figures of swans. By such associat
eas Sri Rama, for a time, saw nothing else- but £
by his mind became so much over-powered with g

-



f separation that he lost his usual courage ay Pning
woon. Hven brave heroes yield to the soft ‘
es of love. (‘
A o : )t Of
agAATIgId=whose form resembled thafen g t
rrought in Sita’s silken vest, Sri Rama re¢ this
gures of the swan in Sloka 19, canto 1I ol &‘i.
AW = sﬂk cloth. ¥g=figure. nra form™<
nklet, mﬁq 1esemblmor——TFfF(§ (aareeable\ noise.
TqAfaag stands IR G maqf;ﬁfa whose vo
ke the music of Sita's anklet. {595 - motionles:
pelling of this word is correct thourrh according t

ules of grammar it should be [eTEgE,

AAY: [FRU=loss of consciousness. qua aoris!
['HQ'W{T—whose mind was full of Sita W"a’ﬁ for ¢
H§: does not mean ‘I think. Hereitisused as an e

q'ﬂ, ﬁff and other words are also used as ex
Ts%"on occasions when the object of love is far awa
Ag: gEOdi=fish - bannered, Manmatha. IHis bow
lamsel’s eye-brow, his arrows are flowers and Tt
ooks and his flag is the fish. Here the epithet ¢
hat Manmatha has unfarled his banner and

supreme.

SLOKA 4. H&HUTE‘IT‘J{G‘T'HTH GTU‘JT&ITHEHH Gl
Yoq gt =l qaEnfy qNgEn aq i
FFATTRTIE R gad 9 1l

Sri Rama then regained his senses assisted th
his brother. , He immediately thought that Sita tc
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srief if there was no body to comfort her, So -
her life he wanted to-send that swan to her wi
res of love and hope. So he gave the swan a war
on hy greeting with hospitable gifts of lotus flowe
ice the same to obey his call—
HTI-.,LOH.‘:;CIOLISHC‘:»S Y =love and affention &
jture part1c1p1e,—w1th the object of sustammg t
Maithili. TR active perfect of & to do HUHGTII
T4 TEIER: with lotus petals. Gcr%rrtvr gRar g
warm and with attention. §9dT= UST=greeting *
:mbrace =fHT=pleasing, agreeable, Note the Vig
HERGATT. Here an%m governs ﬁ‘-‘lﬂa, implied
un YA,  In the same manner AR great. po
. be dissolved as q‘—‘-ﬂ\ﬁfq' and not q_"Q'T’HFﬁ'EﬁTq
1ess attaches not to the individual but to his spec
y of being great poet. fﬁqﬁf\qa’ HEJ-HTET, ENEL
connection with this Sloka compare Megha Sande

eATER TAE AATSETTEEArA] s GgUR
o SR e HINGGH: ARqAraaE o
gEAE: @ sarsa |
JLoka, 5. HET A ma?‘ﬁqraﬁaq qrwg U
faérr 9| SRATGHAGY ATRRGEGTEAT ).

" Rama being very much afflicited with tt Sloka

sion . hegan even to beg the swen. 2aiid” Vlbh[‘lu as

In the bx:t,m‘ﬂge and con’ was born, He founc

2 . "
. . in_
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swan as set forth hereafter in the poem.
author remarks that love sick people lose their
nation and act unreasonably like this, This ¢
for Sri Rama saying in Sloka 47 canto I to tt
its powers of communication had borne fruit ir
Nala and Damayanti. In this Sloka the authc
the swan is incapable of understanding or conve
which fact is true when judged by persons not a
love and grief as is Sri Rama in this case. In
Malatimadhava, Vikramorvasi and Megha Sanc
the love-sick and forlorn Sri Rama, Madhava
and Yaksha begging the trees, hills, clouds,

rivers, plants and animals in connection with the
absent objects of affection
Megha Sandesa.

JASGIA: TIAEAG] QATa: SR G
HTOT: STOTET Sr9oTar) GEegFEg R ue
ATAT e FIOHTT 1y

- ﬁq‘\:ﬁ' is comparative of 8§ great. HArAAG
nan, the son of Anjana, his mother, STHI is in the

d:xstate of mind of lovers who feel much their se
n’Jit‘\then loves. This Uminadn state is described

=compare the paralle

- St\m the commentary. ¥UH is begging., S«
59 HWW perfect of H|TY_ with H, He had rec

arrarxaqr;r%‘@h%q’w -separation, gﬁ:@,

Gri Rama then rega miliatin posifiAssisted th
ri .
is brother, ., He imm ediatily thought that Sita tc
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1g. The swan is capable of knowing and
) it cannot talk. Hence the action of Sri
‘essing the swan is not very much to be
hen we see lovers actualy begging the inani-
ke clouds and plants,

; speech, coaxing thé swan, giving it direction
tobe taken to reach Lanka, and describing
be conveyed to Sita, begins in - this. Sloka
up to Sloka 48in canto II of the poem. The
| in Slokas 6 to 14. '

R Pt Sl waed wuterEd SO
SIRCIECEEGIEC R
ie sages versed in puranic lore say that you
family of the Supreme Being himself who
of a2 swan and taught the Vedas to' Brahma.
less a position than that of being the vehicle
mself. Besides by being associated - with
have become as pure and white as herself
acquired wisdom and sweetness of voice.
, occupation and training you are the best
sught after for help by distressed persons
1 sure you will comply with my request and
16l the mission I am just going to gntrust )
dea is further developed in the next Sloka.
re is to the incarnation of God Vishnu as
e beginning Brauhma was born.  He found
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‘mself alone and there was nothing but vacancy all
e did not know what to do. He was in that s
1spense for many years when God Vishnu appeares
m in the state of swan, uttered the mystic syllat
id then disappeared. By deep meditation of that :
t a long time Brahma learned the Vedas and then
ie Universe. The wife of Brahma is Seraswazi
shicle is Harmsa, The Supreme Being was the first
1d hence this Hamsa belongs to his family. The
alf of this Sloka suggests the idea that a good and
sciple will acquire all the virtues of his Guru whil,
ymetime acquring the desired knowledge.

aéﬁaﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁay Note the Vigraha = that kr
art the (trackless).sea of lore. The Vedas are
1d infinite and so are compared to an ocean, H«*
the S»u¢, The Supreme Being alone knows all the
all its branches. It was He that first taug
edas to Brahma who in his turn communicated t!
» Rishis and mortals, [I¥WS s dividing, classify
fers to the various divisions of the Vedas as Rik
aman, Mantra, Brahmana, Upanishads, &c. This
on also alludes to the special capacity of swans f
te milk from a mixture of milk and water, The sv
scriminate, can take the essence and eschew the
>tion, T%=universe ; ﬂ%zpody. The whole uni
€ body of the Supreme Being, Nothing exists v
>t pervaded by the Supreme Spirit. Conjugate

CE N
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sages versed in puranic lore. CEIRT = dwelling
1ma sits on lotus and is also lotus-born,
Tehicle of sovereigns, {3 = Superior., Tﬁ'\ﬂ =
tion, sharp intellect. By your behaviour and
ellect, you endeared yourself and Sarasvatl and
r purity and learning, TEGAFT: A1 = wife
-Sarasvati. 1':TTET"JZE(—complex1on likeness. Note
v in thelast line.  #3 ear is WA tongue for
ting; and G is nectar of knowledge and sweet

/. T4 AGACT AGHEAT AT | FRANA] O
sqRREERAE| Sfdaer 7F wWond e@g(-qnqaq
\ ga: aderdr sEnfy egaen fugen @iy g

e only ordinary mortals confined to this earth.
: lord of those who roam in the sky. 'Certainly
erior to me. Vet it is but meet that you help
istress. Even your master Brahma acted as his
harioteer to 'relieve the suffering world.  The
e is to fAYTEIE. God Siva is the son of Brahma,
yore three Asuras in the form of 3 cities were
: to godsand men. Then the Devas requested
0 destroy them. God Siva then destroyed the
' ‘and hence is known as TAJURIR His chariot
by Brahma. ﬁfﬁf['—‘ insignificant portlon We
en the best of mortals, Decline gl and 90,
periority. aﬁmq = sky. YT literally . means
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¢ going about in the sky’. This epithet ap‘pl
and birds. Being Rajahamsa, the swan is
Jamsas which. are Vyemagas. This word is ust
the idea that the swan is the lord of Devas als¢
lord of Devas the swanis cextamly far supe
Eﬂl’*‘f———md = fit and proper. acq._ function of i
aatrq—a'qrrtr though supenor ESEGE -that
shelter. @[T“T—-protectlon faf¥r:=Brahma. GE
reading for {aMET. give the etymology of
means creator.

Sroxa 8. EIFWT Azl @ YT &
agraay I

The members of the Ikshvaku famlly cou.
unmake the worlds at their will and pleasure
of fate they are reduced to this pitiable condi
forced to-seek your help. Have pity on the:
Lanka. By Ikshvakus Sri-Rama refers only
.He uses this expression to avoid self-praisc
Ramayana he alone is described as possessin,
ordinary powers attributed in this sloka to h
It also means that Sri Rama inherited these p
were latent and not quite manifest in his paren
ancestors thereby .implying that great men ¢
born of worthless parents. '

S Neu. -acc.- governs Hﬁ'ﬂfﬂ. Declir
Ikshvaku was the ancestor of the Raghu fam
Sri Rama was born, The family.itsel‘f has its
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Wd=secing. It governs 717G || FELAIHAEY governs
ihula is the hill on which the city of Lanka is
s Lanka is surrounded by the ocean, The
1e sea are so high that when they rise the hill
wisible and when they subside it ‘becomes
10se who look on it from the other shore, The
licate that Ravana’s abode is guarded by a hill
! by the ocean waves and hence is almost im-
approach. But the swan can easily approach
vim in water and fly in the air. E’ff’Jf——Exxs-
: existence of‘ Lanka is on the hill, TT"Q' is
soverning qu%raq For similar constlucuon
see the commentary. TSI Gipen E«TWTTHTH
apital city where kings reside,

oUW @ afgwinl TEEY 99 o Quag

oute to Lanka is delightful.- - You willl see on
wards the south great shrines, the Malaya hills
-wood forests wafting gentle breeze and also
- Tamraparni which produce pearls, Your
is noble for you oblige me and save the life of
Mazthili which are both very meritorious acts,
ing that may cause a little pain is you have to
de of the Rakshasas. But that is nothing when
rith the immense advantages and bencfits you
wurself and confer upon others, k
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fesgeTa= place where the Supreme Being has ma
1 himself to save mankind, Venkatadri (Trxpatl) I
1d Srirangam are such great shlmeq eqr%ragrwr :
ssing enhanced value, ﬂ?ﬁfﬂfﬁ = birth place of
FAAGA]  JIGL = mother of gentle Malaya winds.
scusatives govern Eﬁl@f’ﬂ, meaning south, H[{T *
anka is south - of Malayavat hill from whicl
7an has to go. The Malayavat hil must be i
Testern Ghauts in the Deccan. Govindaraja in his
entary ‘on Ramayana says that Malyavat hill i
10wh as Prasravana hill. Bhavabhuti in his Uttara 1

iarita describes Prasravana- near the source of the
odaveri in the Deccan.

«& '3[3: abode of the Rakshasas Note the Vi
onjugate H%'ZTT :

. SLoKa 10. AT ArHGAE  AFAGERIRT
Nfgat ar=rane qiydie § gedrE: qroTeg |l

On your way you will sée peacocks shorn of
ary. In your absence during: winter they strolled
“all their plumage carolling as if there was no
itch them.  Now that you are come they- drop
ithers and are struck clumb, = This will certainly
u'much delight. During winter the peacocks app
‘their vigour and beauty and in antumn they drop
thers and lose all their charm. To swans autumn
son, From this an inference is drawn that pea
umed greatness when their rival was absent and
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they became vanquished and dumb. This
rated by a simile. Fools prate much when
re absent. They will not even open. their
assembly of the wise, '

seaking much without sense, makmg empty
: person SI€HT! means- -fool. § FlA= good
1 person. This word Fd when applied to
15 ‘a bird that delights in water’, = water
. The peacock is compared to talkative per.
swan to the truly learned man, The two
ind T are also taken as attributes to
nd @A, Kailasa is in North where the
e during winter.
oxication’ Lhrouqh vamty geaTe: clehght
on your way. CIT(UTF[EI patential of ] with
, to increase, ITgN = peacock’s feathers,
1ssive participle, = being abandoned, bereft
hen the clouds have disappeared = dLIIII')O‘
JF&T: = peacocks of the forest. EITW*TEEEE-
speech and ¥ is to 1estla3\n ETT&ZT, seeing,
iple, governs the noun §HTZ For similar
commentary. Note the several points of
itioned in this sloka.

TR ¢ am*rqaq g guiAraeay rwreaq
g @ Hrasaa)

ave to pass. through many lotus and Kuva-

big forests where elephants roam, when
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gentle and fragrant breeze will waft on you
of your journey making the same pleasant,
act as a jolly attendant serving a king w
perfumes.  This sloka also suggests the idea
is readily served with scents and perfumes by
that has drunk fresh liquor handed to him I
sels and is therefore joyfully moving about
gentle perspiration on his person, Such a
the subject matter of the context which a
suggests something else, is known in rhetoric
Alankara. The words in this sloka are to |
to suit both the ideas,

ATRAT = slightly red, loving, A=}
93'?[: = slowly. The breeze takes moisture fro;
only slowly ; men enjoy drink by sippiug sle
lotus tank, damsel. The lotuses blossom onl
time. The first line of the sloka suggésts
day time there will be the breeze from the lott
Kuvalayiats‘ blossom only during the night; hen
blossomed in time (during night time);\ So
breeze even during the night. FAATAT—HAT
Kuvalaya plants (which also grow in tanks)
loitering about=passing through, Héf?:playﬂ

i is the participial noun form.f\ﬁ&f\:to pet
ﬁ'z}grant juice ex’l,lding from tlu::\ temples. ¢
THYS = forest, &L =clephant, §IFT = Oh ge
HHE= scent,  perfumes ygﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁf, note the
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forward in rivalry, The wind is loaded with
lotuses, Kuvalayas and elephant’s dana, and so
em all to you in such haste and readiness that

wr each scent vies with the other to reach you
2:=lit one that Dears perfumes, gentle breeze, -

12 g § sgu F9 € | AT
TR sr-aﬁqra l _
rou fly across the wilds your body will become
sred with the dust of Bhanduka flowers,  With
rhite complexion alternated with the redness of
lust, you will resemble Siva’s crescent moon
- the white foam of Ganga flowing near and
marks of red lac impréésed therein by the touch
st.  To understand the flight of fancy and the
in this sloka, imagine the swan flying and its
ly covered with flower dust as if smeared with

In the same way imagine the crescent moon
’s head filled up by the white foam of Ganga
1e wears on his head (Gangadhara). so as to
lid appearance resembling a white bird ; and
ter that in their love quarrels God Siva fell at
’arvati apologising to her when the red tint
adorning her feet became impressed on the
wther beauty in this sloka is that instead of

will throw flower dust, it is artistically stated
ta plants will prepare rich cosmetic from their
nd give the same to you like loving = kinsmen.
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The Bhandukas are the kinsmen of swans beca
come forth (blossom) in autumn. The Bhanc
also called Bhandujiva which literally mean:
relative and for relatives,

qgte = sufficient HFUT ¢ = cosmetic,
paste. 9UT : = flower dust. ¥ = fit anc
Bhandukas are your kinsmen. YHTHET =
existence at the same time. These plants
in antumn. SIS = a species of flower plant
you will resemble, It is ’>nc1 per. sing. futu
3, Some read 3TT'"E{WT‘\:T, and per. sing. p1
with Y which also means the same thing, |
reading the present tense is used in the f
HAATTYT =daughter of mountain, Parvati.
AT past pass. part. of ¥ with Y to sor
on. YEl= head ornament. God Siva has cres
head. EWT@WT Tﬁg‘(]"ﬁﬁ for allusion see ne
7. ©L ind.=Swarga., Heavenly river is C
allusion is to God Siva’s absorbing in his
the waters of Ganga when she rushed
violence from Swarga at the instance of the
Bhagiratha who took her to Padala to purily ¢
his ancestors. H: = foam,

For a similar idea as conveyed in thiy slol

sgaIHRcEr PaRdgad aad
qATARIEA TEEgEl Usaaar |
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Vet e araEer
PSR ENAIHC gRaad: |l

I3 TR Fn:nH TR A (g7) Ty
ETWIE{ |
- of swans while you fly across the skies the

leb will serve as white umbrella to you indi-
kingly dignity. HTHH is the chief emblem

‘e l— .
frestofiT |l YRATA FEgHE =AY
—Kalidasa
er a king goes out in state an attendant
tom behind a white umbrella over his head
n of sovereign power, The autumn clouds are
-esemble the white cloth covering the umbrella,
«eflecting through them are the ribs of the
1 the rain-bow with its variegated colors serve
the same. GEHIAN = slender. 13, day -+
the sun, & = ray. AHATHAT = spoke or rib
la. [T = variegated. SUYTFT= edge. TTAG=
1as  performed hundred (Asvavedha) sacri-
Y99, n.=bow. Indra’s bow is the rain-bow.
patch. rad = many-colored, @T§$ = cloth.
ass. pa.rt of d%_to hear. Note the Sandlki in
ﬂﬁf‘zﬂ;_[, is the active potential of the nommal
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verb form gd=umbrella, TREN= autum
1% ¢ carrying=cloud. Note the simile
this sloka.
SLokA 14 BEEE & dial gedR
fraradT ChaArgaTEat a8y
You will thus find your journey ple:
end will see your friend, the virtuous Si
live only for my sake.
ﬁ%qTH, oive 1ts present, perhfect al
Decline THQH@, Eﬂ"@' mas and ¥9T fem,
mas,=way. gre= plough, ¥ =ploughed,
or line of a plough-share. Sita is so called
supposed to have sprung from a furrow
Janaka v while p]oucrhmtT the ground to pref
altar, STQIGT, _part. noun  form T=to
The force of HT is that Sita cared to P
| body only for the sake of Sri Rama. G
great difficulty. FEfA here governs only o
the commentary. Noté the Vigraha of ¢
reputation of knowing only one husband.

SLOKA 13 & AT JAMRAT g9
wanefy 38 it Fvagsl Far efaw
Sri Rama in his turbid state of minc
lotus pond to be the loving wife of the Swt:

the latter to take leave of her assuring her
speedy return, The lotuses bud and bloss
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g winter they are sub-merged under water. Her
tus ponds appear charming only in” autumn. “So
| that the lotus pond was slender grown throngh gr
her lover, the Swan was absent at Manasa Z.e, duri
» Now in autumn when he has returned she is ms
with joy. Hence it is but fair that the swan tak
of his love—the pond. Sri Rama forther says tk
1l gladl); give permission because she will sympathi
Sita and hence consent to the swan going to comft
&7 past. part. of T with ¥ to wear away SEITHTE
participle, = assuring her of your return. HIH
conciliate, prevail upon, RE=il fem.=wire of In’
nusic. FHT=charming. I 3?@ = be it so §%®
matter, H*UHAYT=permission, A, the whole ser
s the ob]ect of this verb, HY honey +%:, one th
s=bee. ! fem. =speech. She will speak throug
e, The bussing of bees is taken as the speech
us tank,

ote the Vigraha of TEET . Here the word
one that has a sympathetic heart. TEI: HIE
The other word is HEq=friend. The Taddhi
om that word is (‘TT‘E’T&‘E{ = friendship. In this slo}
3 used because the lotus tank was not the friend .
1t a kind hearted woman sympathising with the fa

OKA 16, TAWAT g=REgsnay Ral ax
SSHREIN
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Now rise above and fly towards the sout!
fly, the amorous sabara damsels residing in th
mistake you for the moon during the day time
ing the paths of heavy birds such as falcon anc
bird garnda soars very high in the skies, Nex
the swan. The other birds though bigger and
pot reach such a height. Inasmuch the swan
higher, it must not cross the way of heavy L
shonld thereby get smashed by them and tl
unfit to proceed on its journey, compare in this

o5 UF BT FRaigegEin
gorearRMERaTiRg gratagiar |
FATERHEE YA FOaga: &

fegrmat qqREE egaEReEa 1l
q’ .

—Megha Sa
ﬂﬂ(:hill\tribe HTH fem=fair-cyed Ty =
bower, EXFTZIEIAT = IFHFFAT = lit, baving
of the rising moon. Note the vigraha, €T with
aloft. AT fem, = &M T8q mas,=wing. 93

heavy winged. &HT path,

o

SLOKA 17 UHANRGAT  ATTAREIHAY
qrat aeary. |

While you rise above, your image will he re
the Malyavat hill and thereby it will look like Gon
n his act of creating the moon from his mind, T
leclare that the moon sprang from the mind of Vi
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%rgaﬁr'%r('r = delightful as nectar. EEC[T?-I'S!Q
un derived by adding krit affix to 9 with &
e act of flying, expert in going up qAwag -
ms, rock-crystals capable of reflecting ? your image
ture. Note the vigraha in 3TﬁT"g" = excel
son, SAEEA = The primeval God, Vishnu, S
me=creating HIFY = AT =mind.

_SLoka 18. B amrart aqn qrea:r. oA
I greag A2 (et

There are two routes to Lanka, One is al
st coast.  Avoid this as there is constant rain in tt
iich you dread. The other route is along the F:
lere there are many delightful spots,  Be not
ay by that scenery and forget your errand.

Y& =near the Sahya hills near the Coorg w
weri takes its -source. g[:{f\aﬁ'qr[ = not very |
w know this western path which is the nearer

nka; yet you have to avoid 1t -on account of th
it rain which vou dread. qI3H 1= western, D
raha in EREL| = having incessant rain, E_H%ﬂ
: eastern route, J=but. The eastern route is t!
iter route but it affords temptatlons wluch pleas
{SYE = in every town or vﬂlage H%Tﬂ'— co.
tﬁ = novelty, wonder. HiEd, 1nd =01 My accou
er reading HTAHFHT : and HTﬁfﬁq is explainad
nmentary,
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SrLokA 19, @EF WsEgET fawart qrdat
JATFET T A1 54 :

First pass through this adjoining tract of land whi
e or less inhabited by rustics and which contains o
sts, hills and rivers,

diEa® = thme, g = rusuc m"uden Hqﬁ{, it
witly. E[H::[\?‘lq Hq?ﬂﬁfﬂSW——thowh without
ting or contraction of the eye-brow ; though wit
iettish eye glances. These rustic damsels are natu
tiful and their native looks are really chatmmcr th<
are untauoht to affectation, mr% feTaz:
rtained + ?ﬁﬂ"—l’, various parts . of the bady.
us parts of your body are seen and understooc
s.damsels with the assistance of their charming lc
se rustics have never before seen or heard of su
as the Swan. Hence when they hear your s
5, they will rush out immediately to know w
voice comes from. Then they will see you
v you produce that voice. Not having heard of
te, they will say to each other a white bird ha
seak, red legs and having such and such a form m
strange and sweet noise, The expression GIE
also mean ‘having the various parts of your t
[in with theu looks.” 7. ¢ they will see you fully
.II'IOSlty i’(ﬂﬁ' = tracts of country, Note the Vig
Hfﬂﬂﬁi’[ﬁff{qﬁfﬂ~ lit, well demarcated by for
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ers. QAT potentnl of § with AT and =i
, traverse.

20, NTAEEFRINT Arve] sreaTEHn
ou reach the borders of the Telugu country
usty maids keeping watch over paddy fields
g in vatious talks and songs in the mixed
1arese and Telugu.

f sugar canes + 84T, shade. ENSSLICE]
composed of tender leaves. qe = bed, seat
7, occupying, from €T with HT. its masculine
e, | & @5 =in a variety of conver-
used in the sense of “that cannot’\be casily
e, in a variety of jolly talk, W = rice
ta and Andhra denote the country and
slined only in the plura] sqfdAwT = Contact ;
éﬁif(. = Variegated, ififaq: = song, HEAAT =

ecstacy. Waﬂ'ﬁﬁﬁq = full of amoraus instinct.
hful bashfulness TEAZAGD from €&, with

1, dEg UM gha SR SR aaaad

. .
the border-land you will see the Venkatadri
/m-as Simhadri, Seshadri, Anjanadri, Ananta-
m. It was in this hill that Anjana gave birth
; son, Hanuman. This is also called Seshadri
is also the dwelling place of Sri Vishnu as
ent) is in the milky sea. Thisis Bhudhara



. 26

for it supports the earth by its pressure lika Adses.
supports the world by his head from Patala. It
popular belief that the tops of mountains contain p
gems and that the head of serpents also contains
In this sloka the hill is compared to Ananta (st
The pale autumn clouds covering the hill tops re
the sloughs (cast out skins) of serpents,

(A :=abode. HAM: = carth. TFEW :=decke
gems, H¥! n. = clouds. @YW = thin (HTH9
resembling sloughs or cast off skins of snakes, et
Taddhita affix meaning like, resembling, G
sing. of Wﬂ%f?—[ = will become visible. TIT = after
after tasting the music of sylvan maids. AT
pleasing thy eyes.

SLOKA 22, AE ad SGArA gdl eual:

In that hill the Gods from heaven and men fron
meet on'a common platform sinking all their differer
account of Sezva (virtue) predominating there. Tk
:ngaged in crowds in worshipping Venkatesa which
sole' aim of their existence. You had better also con
vour mite of worship to the best of your ability The e
iim of all existence whether of Gods or of men is tc¢
‘he Almighty and enjoy his company by happily s
iim. That is attained here equally by all. It is not p.
or any one to know Him throughly and serve him
de is pleased equally with every one who honéstly
he best of his ability serves him in the best way he

L
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that Mountain ; governs FeguEat | 7EE =
; govens dd = Eﬂ ’-TT’@E;?., part. of % with 3,
occupy, is here used in the active sense '*that
lere from below. Uﬁ'ﬁi’ = one whose abode is
Divine FIT: | g = goodness, virtue
ifestation, predommance Note the vigraha of
| SAYITA= lost THY—ind.= mutual [SILGRU I
»m the compound word a@Al,  This is not a
of 2 affixes A and 9 | W& = result (serving
fa = achievexnz?glt HW adv,=in crowds.
red, governs §AT = INT = worship ; FMH =
= to you heart’s content, governs the verb
rod Vishnu who destroyed the demon Madhu.

3 TN FARGEY 5EAN ATIGATT H9TE

that hill you will see the river Kanakamukhara
wash down the flowers falling from the trees on
f to supply the same for Siva's worship. God
sed Venkatesa from that place. The puranas
t whoever worships Siva on the bank of this
Jlace gets the merit of performing ten horse
ence the river is compared to a garden maid
: flowers for the use of worship to be done to
siva,

a little S7AH = risen above, EFA = clearly
=islet, island or dry land formed in the midst
d, adv.=near. Kanakamukhara is populary



28

lsnown as Svarnamuki river. H®H = near on it
TJETT{ tree, 174 = wave. This is _compated
hand of a maid, ‘JTELH' = flower. G"?E’Uﬂ' = collect
the Vigraha of E{ﬁ”sgmra. = He who has a portio
moon (crescent) on his head. God Siva,
SLOKA 24. GATELEIE g5y wad BRua
74 ,
Take some rest here where gentle and fragrar
blow. Then fly onward without making noise lest
cage you in.

fafdeg = having enjoyed. AT refers to th
Fed = silently #F: ~ sweet HRTIA: = gently we
borne. Vanjulais a kind of fragrantleed A, witk
DQTHTT., attachment =without sticking to that pla
Qs = wend thy way. araer@'ﬁ. = maee
gqEarAr @ﬁ = will confine you. E{'ﬂ' fem,=b
confinement, @€, bank =+ G abode=those ths
on its banks, Hlis prohlb1t1ve participle governing t
Let them not cage you, U = fowler.

- Slokas 25 to 35 describe Kanchi.

SLOKA, 25, % AUEH ETTETHTH(EFI &’RWTHT' |
Afweraqs: avag qran ¥g: w5 |

Then go to Tundira country where you will :
roly land of Satyavrata. You will also see the
iver Vegavati which form the Goddess Sarasvai
vhen discarded by her consort Brahma, Tundiva
chola countty. The holy land in and around t
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Satyavrata Kshetra, In the Krita Yuga
lesired .to realise the Supreme Lord in his
towards that end went into deep meditation,
to fix his mind steadily on meditation he
ttain his object by performing a sacrifice on
which is a small hillock in Kanchi where
Varadaraja Swami now stands. The sacri-
i on the Hasti Hill and when Brahma made
ng the Almighty appeared in the midst of
flames and granted the boons desired by
serforming this sacrifice Brahma discarded
-aswati and took Savitri to officiate with him
. Thereupon Saraswati got enraged and
of a river to flood the sacrificial altar and its
nd thus destroy the sacrifice. The assembl-
Brahma got afraid when they saw Saraswati
wnd offerd fervent prayers to the Almighty
»peared’in the midst of the flowing river in a
and checked its course and diverted the
nt directions. Saraswati was then appeased
Brahma. This river is now chiefly known
There is a temgle built to the Lord. who
dam (%rg) to the river, The small hill
xifice. was performed is called Hasti or
for when our Lord appeared there at the
he sacrifice he was worshipped by the Eight
t support the Universe, A%d = famous
¢ denotes “at all times.” . Conjugate qT9T:
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and WH| G&@T towards her husband Brahma,
water+894 body. Decline this  word. %@: =
5ridge. The Supreme Lord proved a dam to che
sourse of the river, He is the only bridge where
cean of this worldly misery can be crossed. Sa#
s so called because the vows are truly fulfilled there

SLOKA 26, AATAIANA el ZE | gEat
T4,

In that holy land of Setyavrata you will s
eautiful city of Kanchi, an ornament to the earth. T
. the sacred shirine of the Almighty on the Has
‘'his Sloka describes Kanchi which also means wo
irdle, waist ornament, This Sloka is so fram
sscribe both the city and the girdle.. The conte
ie description of the city. The other meaning i
easantly suggested. Hence Aprastuta Alankara,

As applied to the city the meaning is—you wi
e town of Kanchi. which contains all precious
luable things which is also replete with  music
ncing. It is certainly a fitting ornament to the m
rth. - It is watched by the Almighty from the Hast
1 the worldly pleasures are found in that city and -
also the holy shrine to ensure salvation. When appli
man’s.girdle it means—you will see a girdle befitting
ly who wears the same, That is set with precious st
makes tinkling noise from the bell attached t
en an ascetic who resides ina wild and secluded mour
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1g solely on God for salvation will forget himself|
ose and indeed everything else except the girdle
s chance to fall on that captivating ornament,
: sight of a woman’s belt is sufficient to unsettle
rtues, ‘
chi 1s one of the Seven ancient sacred cities—
-—ETUTWTHEITHTZU I =l wATaT | g &%
HEATAE Ty ) @ = gem, precious thing.
s a generlc term apphcable to all kinds of music
ing. W@ ET?(THE’F‘TTE Tei=where there is
usic and dancing. Gt SACER i A1 ger
iament) whose sweet sound is always praised.
I: 24 A& el = the ornament whose sound
by the voluptuous, SIEGHERCECH (greatness)
The ornament whoqe quality is beﬁttmg (the
Here the wearer is ”Tq. (Earth) and some lady
ars the girdle &t = Brahma, kT by Brahma
El’l'fa'ﬂ—— city consecrated by Brahma. fta-
(E{) one that occupies the Hasti Hill -in
(RAAIGE:= mountain abounding with Elephants
cetics resort being disgusted with wordly plea.
Fg= Opposites such as heat & cold, thirst and
leath and life etc, BTETTET (transgressed): The
who is not affected by the oppomtes——’l‘he ascetic
not for these—{{j\( (in the body) i’ﬁ'sfﬁgﬁﬁf
ne Soul that pervades every body, man. ¥&I:
AT : (excellant qualities) &=the Alimghty
rer full of excellent attributes—&d (in the
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Almighty) +3A: (desire) Ytd=one whose attention
on God. As to the fascinating nature of anythi
cering woman, compare.—
FrglaaRTATq GAATRERRE: |
argfaraaral egfacgdeataaTrag ||
AEARFHW AR gaaneTHay |
frqgzfyausly SaEgradvE )
SLoka 27. ERSIAT Tl amrz:{smm |z
Wy REgaa: qrEra. |

Reaching that ancient city founded by Brahn
to the same reverentially. Even the dust of the sti
that city are so sacred that the Gods themselves w
same on their heads, That dust has become sat
being stirred by the vehicle of the Lord, vfs, G
The allusion is to the famous Garudotsavam, X
ﬂTFHf'{E{ _pres. part. noun. governing & unde
h‘r{mrtqra v%’fﬁﬂiﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ?m\' The Lord of the Has
Sri Varadaraja Swami #1%:=vehicle, here Garuda.
three, birth, existence and death)+&¥T: (state or s
I97= the Gods who are always of mature age unaffec
nfancy or old ager ITAHIE head. -

SLOKA 28, G YEAT: QU (Fega: Serardr
qaIQa Al wraATE: @t Sy,

Then enter the city when gentle cool and fr:
reeze will greet thee as a friend.
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&4+ HTYT=gently shaken, AE€T=honored. AT

20 grove. ﬁWT =of the city CW‘?% +mTTH+(q )=

-ftgi 8@ (A, Decline this word. Here Pasu
s to Ekamreswara, God Siva in the Big Kanchi, (

has the crescent moon on his head and as the moon
7 rays, the breeze passing through that shrine parta
1e coolness of suchrays. Dissolve FSIOGE Kas
e of the brancheg of Saraswatl (see notes on Sloka
L (N) = water, U9 is the diminutive of
(Tﬁ::breeze. The breeze issuing from the grou
flowers will greet thee. ‘

SLoxa 29, & ATl iy tmtn?r gEAl HEds
I F=E.

In the midst of the city you will see the ri
wati which form Goddess Sarasvati took (see notes
125). F(% means poet and water bird. Being
srt of Brahma (Padmayoni) she also used the swar
Tehicle ; and hence the Mistress of the swan—being
less of learning, she is the mistress of poets. The ri
svati when checked in its course (Sloka 25) beca
ed into 7 streams whose names are Suklika, Kana
w, Kampa, Peya, manjula, and Chandavega or w
seven fold division seems to _represent as it were
ups of letters viz., TR (Vowels), EITETJS\T i
ﬁEITT, ‘TWQ and 4% (from 9 to ®). Learning
sssed in letters which are divided into 7 classes
: described.

5



34
07 = letter &AL = group. UIRAA = tra
Dissolve A& Fei=stream.
SLOKA 30. T Y AT SBITHATE: 97

Bathe in the holy waters there and attain
mind and baody.

gdl governs FF in ﬂﬁiﬁaﬁﬁ‘ﬁ- where sins oi
washed aWay. The holy waters-there are known :
2% | I@INEI = made pure and brilliant,
BT afad=in your mind now washed of all i
(sin and ignorance), R EG) gﬁa:
(clearness) whereby the whole universe is truly rel
the mind. By bathing there and having associated
sages you will attain true knowledge which will er
to realise the universe in its real light. Conjugat
mRqofiaf ({ffi) == jrresistable purity is sure to res

SLoka 31, GEATESN BTN XY 9T
qay. 99, Faarg 9 atasged.

On its banks you will see the Hasti hill whict
as sacrificial altar to God Brahma (Ffl'ﬁv'lﬂ‘i{\:)‘.
olessed persons who reside near it are sure to attai
dion. (For allusion see notes on Slolia 25)
Dh gentle friend. [FATd = sacrifice 4T (Sari
I (altar) (<59 = divine, By the presence
Jevadhirajaswami Kanchi has become divine.
ountry (Dramida). U WMHAT = after shuff
his mortal coil. AT = shall live. The
nplied in this verb has reference to the past t



35

Id9 .. The meaning is that whoever resides there:
1 salvation, This is a general proposition true of
i. Whoever resided there even before the author of 1
t composed this Sloka or even before this message
sred to the swan attained salvation. Thus the atts
f salvation has reference only to residence which sho
de it = for a similar idiomatic usage compare Sl
:anto 1T and the commentery thereon. . Dissolve a
re AAAM=devoid of all darknes & vice, qmﬁaftrq
e abode of Sri Vasudeva, in Sri Vaikunta, 7]
:d. »
SLOKA 32. Q€d( St @1l (q9) Fgargiiera.
On that altar (Hasti hill) there is the Supreme Crea
: Universe (Sri Varadaraja Swami).
Chis Slo}::a is liable to be misunderstood on. accot
e word SHAT being used for the Almighty Lo
is always feminine and means deity. Here it refi
! Varadaraja Swami. All the - epithets governi
should be interpreted as applied to that deity w
Tuist garlands and who made the sacrificial flan
r by his presence and who is associated with his cc
.akshmi in all his acts and who is also  the creator
niverse. '~ This deity of dark blue color had that co
ified by the Tulasi garlands and the glances fic
res of Lakshmi, his inseparable consort, Damsc
are described dark by the poets, Decline &IH{
nd). @i eifyeat &f=earmr = intensifying his o
AT = making. TEWHE = dark. T
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T =race, family., Devahamsas know and wor:
sloud. This cloud itself assumed the form of a Sv
ze be not afraid at the sight of the cloud.

SLokA 34 H&T: T4 @f wErdn wfigala Bow
Lord and He will bless thee.

"o = sacrifice E’ﬁfﬁ\ ~ oblations, ¥% = spot
[+ gfEa: = groups of the Vedas, The Lord is
of sacred lore. The Vedas declare Him as
ghty, The expression also means:—The Ve
th eternal, derive their supreme authority only throt
YT (n) + ﬂTWﬁ‘f {n) good fortune, governs &q
& = Shower AW = liberal,

SLoKa 35 AfEEEe: frglg & o stea

f that Lord should amuse himself in the pleasi
n with his consort, attend on him and serve him
1g.

“he highest duty of all beings is to serve God.  H
ran is advised to do the service of fanning which
> by moving the whole body to and fro like ckhama
:he author refers to the practice of devotees in fannir

g the umbrella and similar services during t
sion of Gods.

™ = honey—dewed, e prospering. AT+
fi¥=to fan. - - N

LOKA 36, Yl HIEAARMARIYT ATAT AT

hen go to Chola country which is traversed by tl
ous branches of the river Kaveri.
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SAqE = country. 319" and HYT mean
#YH is Areca palm. The Chola country is {
areca topes which are visible from a dist:
always plural when it means country. Soa
qiETE Etc. qtqﬁ"ﬁ(’[ part=going against
AT =crocodile. ¥+AT = checked, The cro
against the current so forcibly that even the
stream is checked for a while and the wate
the banks. ®¥¥ is the mountain where Kav
source. Sahya's child is Kaveri EIIEE
branches of the river (which run in various plac
(well demarcated)+3AFRAIYT: (tracts of land).
SLoxa 37. Y (W) GUHTET: & AATEH:
In the Chola country the rural maids
swings will feast your eyes, These maids ¢
faces with turmeric and wear pale areca
their dark locks of hair, The reddish yellow
turmeric coupled with the pale whiteness of ai
and darkness of their locks of hair represent as
struggle of moonlight with the darkness of ni
evening after sunset. ﬁ(ﬁ?i (fragrant) -+ AT
SHIGREN jﬁi«'ﬂ% fafi=darkness struggling with o
another reading is SRR TAMHY FTE = struge
darkness and moonlight. qTf\E'TEﬁ\" (areca ﬂowe
(head ornament) + @ TN o FwA | ErEr
swing ®§: = Indistinct and sweet.

SLOKA 38. T MRANT: WU Ad Vegen
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Then pass through the western portion of the €
itry which is kn0wn as Varsha. There you wil
sacred shrine of ’ETHTTE\' This shrine is know:
wallarai near SriRangam. ‘{‘Sﬂ' of this (of the C
1try.) "TE{THTaEﬁ = fed by rivers; and Eﬂqfﬁ
by rain, & U is the name of the shrine,
unt of its white color and diminutive size i

pared to Kailasa immersed in earth and Adis
g from patala,

SLOKA 30. O [259AN: F-geda AT HT=
In that shrine there is Divine light which will she
sings on you when you bow to the same. This |
zals darkness {sins) of men by its spreading ray
illuminating (aoes not require any - other ligh
lay its powers or form) and is to be sought afte
It has for its wick its beneficent attributes
e it to save its devotees and is fed by the oi
shmi’s devoted attachment. The deity of this Seves
e is called PundariKakshe and is described as di
in this Sloka, This Sloka is to be interpretec
ied to the deity and also to a burning lamp.

M =spreading T = light, lustre, YTH =
\inating, self knowing-not requiring the assistanc
hing else to know himself or other things,
-ary of this word is TUH | T means good ‘qual
wick: ﬁ'ﬁ?cﬁ‘t’f (comparative)==approaching.

v
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LY S

SLoxa 40, d&g @AE gfadEn | aftag
Srikg §g Heqd,

Then you will see the Nili forest guardec
Rakshasi by name Nili. On seeing it you will t
even the celestial garden is nexts to it in beauty, It
in Sriranga Mahatmya that this forest is guarde
Rakshasi Nili, '

&% (dense) + BT (shade) qEq=gqe{amrereq
YT §9=like the lustre. The forest is as dark (on
of its density) as the complexion of the deity.
reading & SIETHRATAT (charming from pend
Alowers) seems to be an interpolation, srferfeT:
‘whose eyes do not twinkle.) g - enjoymet
HerETEn and HEqd.

Sroxa 41. A (AsEaw) arg s
.o that forest the wind acts the part of Cupid’s at
Che wind carries the dust of various flowers whic
s a canopy. It shakes the areca flowers which
hdmara and the whole ground is strewn with
vhich makes walking pleasant. Such a place will ¢
xcite amorous feelings. Cupid is called T=&0T
wns fine arrows to atack his prey (see the comm
e - canopy. YT = areca graws which is
rest, AT, AT and  HATRY (scattering)
Tg: 1l SM9¢ indicates ST The wind seems as
> act the part of Cupid’s attendant.
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SLOKA 42. This and the next sloka dg\scribe the ri
ri. G HITRRE T HEIR-GEFL,
\djoining it (Nili forest) there flows the river Kav
Y refers here to space YT = next to
orest there runs the stream. SIYE is Chola coun
.is full of areca groves (Sloka 36). This river low
:ir midst seems to comb the groves in twain and tl
hem the appearan‘ce of braided locks of hair to -
r ealth gTHFag=ar = parting the locks of hair
YRR =rival. fgaar (of gods)-tHT(EI (river
nly 11ve1—-—Gamga R R = in every reas
I - upemnﬂ q?ﬂ'ﬂmnt——kgot EIIf@ET' = a wvaric
arcare. CTTEF‘TEL TISUE 5q<hs = clearly seen in sa
. This governs AfxReRTAr (of pearls) -+ ST (feay
‘T-"-f‘ﬂlﬂﬁl' = deep and shallow. Deep where thi
y pearls and shallow where they exist. Sugarca
d on the banks of the iriver and when they rip
split and pour forth pearls which are  fou
red in the river. Sanskrit poets imagine pearls
:anes, in bamboos and in the heads of elephants. '

LOKA 43. 1 WM argdeeia (Err aaaﬁrzrr -
e,

'he areca palms seem as it were to act the part
ns in making kind inquiries and bidding farewdll
averi while going from her parent’s house (Sah
ains) to that of her husband (Ocean).  The allusi
1e practice of relations entertaining newly marri

6
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girls when they leave their parent’s house to tho
husbands. The trees talk through the chirrup of
the flowers falling in the stream perfume the river
it a smiling appearance, here the Alankara is
JEEF = lap. WH: (good, auspicious)-HI@TT
sation, sound): The relations bless. The sound
like the swan is considered auspicious in the wi

the etymo]ogy of (TH bird). TEHF= not ¢
5‘5’6‘-{]’ =areca. Y leaf of a flower, flowers. ¢, f, 9
[FIEEH"H = at the close of mght early in the
¢ to perfume,

SLOKA 44. ARAT (SATX) [snfiean: €9 g
Then you will see the tank Chandrapushkarini,
excels even the Manasa tank to which you (:
accustomed. Chandrapushkarini is so called b
doing penance on its banks chandra got his ¢
consumption completely cured. There the |
always bathe and the fragrance from their locks .
ever present in the tank. In that tank many o
waters are contained (see the commentary).
bathes there is completely purified.

afgdi=lady, WG (lake) SAYTAE TG
fnsipid even the Manasa lake. W5€T I@ET (ct
UTgd 49 6T = whose fame is widespread
chandra, EEWTRWT. = of the tank -+ EJg
It means H99[ gﬁm'imrﬂwra = you will see the
tank,
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KA, 45. €T (AFTHAR) RTINS wHan

e Wy eqragrad,
i will see the Serpent couch on its bank; bow t
it is the future abode of Sri Ranganatha. Th
f Sri Ranganatha in Sri Rangam was the hered
| of the kings of Tkshwaku family. After Sri Ram
1 to Ayodhya from his banishment he made a pre
the idol to Vibhishana who brought & left it in it
place on the serpent couch in Sri Rangam. Henc
ri Rama sends the swan there was no Ranganatl
mt the Serpent couch & Chandra-pushkarini he
existed and the sages had predickted that Vibhishar
sring and place the image there at a future tim
alluded to in the sloka. It is also laid down in tt
1s that whoever passes by a sacred place must bo
. plane with reverence and devotion, otherwise |
iffer much. Hence the swan is advised to 1

:\TChTTTF[—Wlth sincere devotion. Be smcexe in yo
p, any humbug practised will do haxm 0y (se
+ 91 (couch), Sri Ranganatha is [Ty | G
dhya, WIsH = future.

.OKa. 46, T AT (glmmen gl (\R) X
ST 38 grafa ‘

he thought of 8+ Ranga Vimana recalls to my mi

age of our hereditary diety kept in Ayodhya like
d gem in a box. The image of that diety is descrit
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1€ sloka as reclining on the serpent couch Wi
servmg as pillow,
Aote. Both in this and in the above sloka  the
lly avoids anachronism by not descr ibir
banadha in the shrine near chandra pushiar 7
: also be noted that when the poet describes
Pandya country and towns like Kanci, ther
:hronism for such tracts of land had existed eve
~reatxon and so the modern places are not mean‘

IHT’ qITE=T LTHTE[ afETE—Nalidasa. ﬂtﬁ‘

EﬁT"JT FEAHATAN etc. These are ancien
e of them described even in the Vedas., Ie
shronism exists in any portion of the poém.
FHTY = In the divive land of Sri Vaikunta
ue alone (Satva quality) prevails. That place
aral abode of Sri Vishnu, He appears in varion
ither places to save mankind. ¥IHq = place,
‘e Ranga Vimana. J§: = association. HSYST
BA = serving as STATA = (pillow).

Wa 4y &AM SEATET:| afeRAIATAAEIg
Arafgfer ®Eg: AYsEed.

Then soon cross the dreary land between the Cl
adya country. There display they sweet voice
1othing to delight you in that dreary land bein
e of tanks or rivers and so you will find no
e, AT = water birds and poets. They dc
v their powers in uxideserving places, It is e
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s that kallers and other tribes of thieving class
in that\part of the country.

solve T IR | parse SYAAT: and WA
10ise)

KA, 48. TR (TNETH TN AHIAAT: FA@Y
Wred &t "o arAainafa,

e fair Pandyan damsels will take delight in seeing
ile you fly across carolling soft. The haste witt
lamsels will rush out to see the swan is described ir
t half of the sloka. ‘ ‘ '

1e expressions from SEANTTE up to E‘ﬁﬁ:ﬁ%@#
-erbs governing the participle STFATFA: (lifting up’
don’t qualify % | M8} = wreaths of fowe
on the head, dIEF: = ear ornament. Dissolv
£ (lotus eyed.).

LOKA. 40. VAT H@ATEET Aa: @ qeaiEgias
Jura.

he deity in the shrine on mount Prishabla is know
ZATE. In that mount there isa small holy wat
1 as TIUTEL. The allusion is to the puranic sto
hen God Vishnu took the form of TAEHRT to cru
his foot was chased by Brahma and from the ank!
1t Divine foot there flowed some water which f
. this mount. The water from the foot of Vish
lirect on the mount. The Ganges which a
g from  his foot passed through the matted hair
_ In this sloka it must not be understood that -
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author has any contempt for Siva. In none of h
whether religious or secular does he speak aga
Siva. ‘On the other hand he shows his highest 1
for the sacred river Ganges. See the commenta
author simply alluded to a certain class of ¥
who hold that they should recognise anly one G
to be solely and directly worshipped and
not directly associated with him should he e
consideration. Even they have ample cause to b
ed in this § TUTFT, AT = anklet A (Jit vomitt:
gorged. When used in a secondary sense expre
is not slang. See the commentary. Decline 74

SLoxa. so. &R ATy 9 fawmes
A1 MUEYIT T g4,

Then fly across the fertile Pandya country
many towns competing with Alaka (Kubera’s tow
of wealth and also inhabited by many virtuous ¢
allusion in the Sloka is to a story in the ITalas
mya. In ancient times when the kings of cheya
pandya countries visited Indra, the pandyan kir
Indra by claiming an equal scat with him,
was Indra ordered the clouds to rain plentifull
and chera country and desert Pandya land
So there was famine in that land while the
countries were teeming with plenty. The the
king got enraged and so took and confined i
Fuskala cloud whom he captured in the Malaya
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sone on a hunting expedition, Thereupon Indra
v defend the cloud but was thwarted as the king
juired superior powers to conquer Indra also
the grace of God Siva whom he pleased by
devotion and penance. Indra was then compelled
- the clouds to rain plentifully every year. Ever
it time the Pandyan country has been fertile and
Though it was only one king that acquired
- weapens from God Siva, still his decendants are
cribed in the sloka as having secured the special
s (grace) from God Siva on the Nyaya popularly
as Chatri Nymw
T = Jail. EIE T EWF = by the clouds that were
fthe prison house. T4 (watered) + T®IT (crops
‘TTQEQ’JE This word should always be declinec
lural being the name of a Vast country containing
us towns and villages. Give the etymology o
cloud). 94 T & OA:=Go seeing. T govern:

V= r1vallmfr much,

B. YAl + F19; and SQCITFIT + HTETE;
RS

OKA. g1, AT AMEGET AN | GAUIIdd FRIATT

3

Idl.

ilen go to the river Tamraparni by drinking whos
waters you will become cured of all your disease:
sted in sanskrit treatises that pearls are produced i
nce in the Tamraparni river by its waters congealin
|shells, The water in the river whichis generally clez
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d- transparent is still more so at the -time of the
e star canopus of which the sage Agastya is rege
aich star rises sbout the end \o'f ;c?;e month of I
ompare HGUTEEIETH! @\I‘ZWT?TW%WH? | The
amraparni appeared like the star bespangled sky
wunt of many pearls being scattered in abundance
5 clear waters. Agastya is referred to as the sag
rank the ocean (to help Indra in annihilating the «
.aleyas who had taken shelter underit), There i
n the word HRTHYT which means “ full of pearls? a
f diseases.” By drinking the water the swan I
THTHY: It is strange that the river which is full ¢
1akes every one who comes in contact with it lil
iz, full of pearls. The other meaning is really
neant, »2z,, cured of diseases, -

'-QTT‘R = peare shell. Decline CEH (sky). 94

ise. G (by nature) + [ATE (clear). qROA
3rd pers, sing=will transform or cause change; =HH
zase. , -

SLOKA. 52. AR #(+q Wi g,

" There refresh yourself by eating the lotus |
by being embraced by the waves of the river, T
seat ‘on its bed and enjoy the Malayamaruta
and thus make yourself fit and capable to cross
Dissolve Aty | @eli= wave. Note TEIEF
the accusative. #¥{:=breeze and FAF is fire.
is future participle = about to ctoss,;
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KA §3. TEAT (TEGTAT:) Gogoam=d et gaarq.
n go some distance on the left side of the river
u will see the grand sea shore delightful to birds
ant youths on account of Zak and Zamale groves
e washed by the waves of the sea showering peatls.
find there many Kelaki flowers whose dust swell
mnsions of the sand on the margin of the sea.

I (adv.) to some distance. 8 is expletive
dark (being dense). ¥9H = age and bird. The
1d means youths and birds, Parse, ST {delight-
AT = shore, @I (adv.) = not far away, near.
ywer dust,

KA. 54, REIFT TANTE: & et 9T sqdmr.
:n dart on from the sea shore like an arrow
Lanka. The epithets in the sloka apply both to
w and the swan. The sea shore being a little
is compared to a bow. The string to the bow is
f torrents that flow on two’ sides into the sea from
untain ; and their noise iz the twang of the bow
To the arrow is attached feathers to increase their
ad the object aimed at is Lanka. The swan alsc
from the mountain tops with its sweet singing voice
sea shore and flies from that place towards Lanka
an has excellent wings to enable it to fly quickly
Jso the best of vehicles.

[=bow string, fa™q1L ¢ = twang of a bow. V& = aim
s Ravana. 98 wing, feather, Vehicle. Parse. 304D

7
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I ~

Sroka 55 & TEIY aNWE Awga FEORE

gafdg fagafaa gsaf.

Under the clear waters of the sea you wil
coral reefs, Thereby the sea will appear like a
fire, twilight sky, and so on, &¥:=forest conflagr:
(n) = sky. @F%{ is red paint. 89 = Llephant
etymology. AL = cloth. God Vishnu wears T
lowish red cloth). TETEE[ (fcm) = lightning &F¥
fgH is coral.  ZRATHR AZAMA = Though with
appearing like a pair. The sea though one mas:
presents the appearance of male and female fc
bined. The clear dark waters represent the n
the red coral-reefs represent the female form.
etymology of G,

SLoKA. 56, A% HEFYH Afdarar qure ft
(7ar) @) (q69) srad watagaar:

If, on thy way, the ocean directs mountain
as resting place to thee do not slight the we
offered for the ocean owes its present shape to ou
and so will oblige thee through gratitude to f
(sea) is so named on account of its being deepen
dened by the sons of Segara, Sagara was the s
and was so called because he was born togethe:
or poison given to his mother by her co-wife,
Sumali he had 60,000 sons. He successfully pe
sacrifices, but when he commenced the hun
sacrificial horse was stolen by Indra and carri



51

Sagara thereupon commanded his 60,000 sons to
it out. Finding no trace of the animal on earth
gan to dig down towards the patala, and in doing
y naturally increased the boundaries of the ocean
vas therefore called Sugare. Sagara is one of the
rs of Sri Rama.

qfd: = Indra. FUT = the sacrificial horse, RISEESIG!
= Mountains having hidden wings. In days of yore

iins had wings. So they used to fly from plac
ce halting on towns and causing immense los

and property. At the request of the suffering
ity In‘dra clipped the wings of nearly all the moun
xcept HIM and a few others who sought shelta
the ocean, The allusion in the sloka is to the story ¢
serving as refreshing place of rest to Hanuman =
zd in the Ramayana. arg,.- ocean who is m
and so yours also. Parse e, Give its preset

LOKA. 5y GR (MRY) =eie: dRFiaraas: |99

ged: ﬁqﬁ“*;@if SER EH‘ZE{&‘ITH

.efresh you1=elf on the budding lotus ponds in the
tains and proceed onward quickly when you will s
wela mountains on the shore of the other side of t

EI"(TWT (smiling, blossomed) + Tt (of gold) + %
A (lotuses). AT ARAT HT. | AU = abunda
= way, BT 3 = fatigue, AT (of the waters)
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AT (dashing). ngﬁ = smoothened. T
of the ocean dash against the mountain Swwel
the rocks on the base of the mountain are st
gliding.

SLoka. 38, UEUTERISAE: TAR GATE
zqara.

If you look at the waters of the sea near t
tain you will seca underneath a twilight scene
by the submerged coral reefs. In the evening t
find the pale and reddish sky with moon and
under the clear waters of the sea the corals preser
dish appearance and the reflection of the swan th
moon and the pearls dashed in by the waves the

pearance. That reddish appearance is due as
the blood that has gushed out from the moun

its wings were cut away by Indra as the puran:
the coral reefs are produced in those places whe
drops of blood from the mountains when their s
cut.

gia=gra: reflection, image. The coral reef
pared to ¥4I,  Hence all the nominatives gov
(Coral reefs). They have for their moon your im
appear more beautiful and attractive because of
bheing heightened by the gushing blood from the
mixing with them, HHTHE: washed down by
RECLICK) (variegated) & colour. The reddish ¢
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ated with the brilliant lustre of pearls. ‘;{E{Eﬁ:
e earth,
Ka. 5. 9@ (GAN) AWH geoare AnidEw A,
hat mountain the forest is ever green ; the tender
id shrubs vie in beauty with the corals, pearls and
:ms washed on its shore from the sea, In that
wwe are divine Masndara trees that shed profuse honey
ent fragrance. ,
THEId ¢ = abode of Varuna—sea. T3# = collec-
EN] :hvariegated. T?«qu = corals, %’ﬁﬁfﬁﬁ?{ (shi-
TR (tender foliage) U@ TEN (W) Dissolve
(afr’z\xid. of the 1{al<shas§sl. TTAT ¢ = winkless
AMEA = Scented.  AITAIET = measuring up to
1 = abundant, @& is a Taddhita affix meaning
ing up to.” , ‘
KA. Go. AreRT (Gaaieaaes) waq: (fams weager)
ARy | gt seglwafngia e
m the Suvela hills you can see Lanka built on
wia hill. With its white mansions and flags, it
sar like a she-swan with its fluttering wings eager
ach you, Lanka is compared to a she-swan all the
should be interpreted so as to apply to both.
- Mansion. S1AEA Spotless = The city has splen-
sions and the swan is as white as they are. The man-
ilt of white marbles arve brilliant white like onr
Taj mahal and other puildings at Agra and other
[T = flag.  The flags gently shaken by the wind
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ike fAuttering wings of the bird. Parse ?-»Wﬁrg
irous of flying towards you). YL = having

ic. Theswan has sweet voice. The city abot

ic.
EI%T, etc.,— For an account of the author and the

the introduction. The name of the author

ikata Natha FHiFarRaATEE and othex epithets are
which he is best known. mwa Hfr%ﬁ'ﬂﬂ?{r

= The lion of poets and logicians, T = sy
iosophy, Efafﬁ'a'qﬂﬁra = master of all syst
losophy. He was the greatest 1e11g10us teacher an
»wn as Vedantacharya, &rrag IR = The
Vedanta (Upanishahs). Vedanta is the philosophi
1 of the Vedas, SAMH: = canto lit, stop.

END oF CaNTo L.



o
NOTES,

CanTo 11

. The first five slokas describe the city of
»mplete the sentence in each of these slokas
vclfds from the last sloka of the first canto, viz
qd) shoulg be taken as understood,
T @ ™4Y: qAFEar
ity the heavenly nymphs will please you.
y points of resemblance between the swan and
and hence the swan can delight in their com-
ints of similarity are expressed by the various
. sloka, Both are of gentle gait. The swan'’s
he music of their jewels, The swan is named
. literally means having eyes like an arrow
he glances of nymphs are the arrows of cupid.
te and are of sweet voice and both charm,
\eans the lake of that name and also mind.
i = that moves gently and gracefully.

of jewels, 81T = cupid, Qqreian = brought
vity by Ravana, gHE = before your eyes.
he first Sloka of Canto 11 of Megha Sandesa—
4 wiaataan: g g
(e e Ay |
Ard AP gEAUTEEE:

+ ~ . L e

aTeaT gEIdgAs o HERaI |
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Sroxa. 2 9€aT @gEl & uwalsan 483

In that city even the consorts of gods that g
corld are kept in bondage.

One of Bralima’s curses on Ravana was that |
e ruined if he attempted to violate a woman
Jence it was that the ladies who shunned Rav
weserved their chastity at any cost were kept as
mder the hope they would yield sometime, Ravar
10t attempt theu violence lest he should die by sc

e = ruin. TWE (1) = demon, he
lavana. 3At44g ¢ = one that carries offerings
ire. The chastity of these ladies was so high
riolation of the same would burn even the fire, ai
so pure as the color of she-swans. Compare c/e
vtele (Shakespeare). Qﬂr:fq;@f looking up (tc
1elp and pxotectlon) UDT‘ = bondage. Parse !
‘endure). SNRITHAT ¢ = those that guard the wor’
ts sides. They are eight in member 2z, Ind,
Yama, Nairrita, Varuna, Vayu, Kubera and Isa, 3

wife.
-

SLOlw\ T@{Eﬁ?‘ o G!ITHTFTT qr qrtsmrmerra i
ARTATY Errgnr TUTIAN g‘ﬂﬁfc‘l

The Lanka is on the Trikuta hill (not Suvela).
situated and guarded by the great Ravana and &
adorned and embellished in every way, it seems as
call the city of Gods and mock at 1t by shaking h
This city excels Amaravati, = TR (embe!
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T({) = excess. Waving flags are said to be
e city. SITEEAIY = FEAHNT = forepart of the

qeqt  (@igral) siftngawe frgiaatar
BRI : HIHARIVERT : FoarEy.
he Mansions in that city are paved with
(beloved of the Moon) stones which are so
they ooze out water when exposed to moon-
re a species of brilliant white marble. In the
e pebbles are called Suryakanta because they
n exposed to the rays of the sun.  The
autumn season are pleasant and the city of
with placesand mansions that are best snited
At such a time and place the captive
en. feel their separation from their Lords,
autifully expressed in the sloka. Before the
ery nymphs other women enjoy and laugh at
1ly makes them feel their sorrow with bitter-
her women are autumnal nights and paved
these enjoy their Lord the Moon. The
eir joy by their laughter represented by the
1 the mansions drop tears of joy by oozing
> sanskrit poets laughter is white ; hence the
ine is only the laughter of the proud noctu-
The words T (night) and Rl (pave-
the idea of some women enjoying and laugh-
/ho are not similarly situated. H e =
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ray. [AGE = maddened SEHU ¢ = making
overflow, & to ﬂow .

SLOKA 5. qrahe ﬂquﬂHT ar (&rgn Tﬂ’eTFﬁ
HEgia.

By the time you go there, szvakarma 3
would have rebuilt the city that was bumt to
Hanuman,

When Hanuman was brought before Ra
latter ordered his men to set fire to the tail of
With that fire Hanuman burnt the city of Lan
fire did no harm to Hanuman but completely
city, This is due to the special grace and ange
Agni by himself can do nothing but it was the
from Sita that enabled him to do so,

dfen + @Eﬁ({ﬁ + EIET%\': = fire’ of sorri
thiti, OEGVIET (Fem) = SWRAW = by the -
power, [t is this fire of sorrow that assumed th
that fire (Q1FH) which proved friendly to Hai
destructive to Lanka, € + q?mf%f ! (resu
that assumed that change = that so resulted, : \
is the heavenly architect, He and his followers »
carefully re-built the city with even greater
throucrh fear of Ravana. Note the significance o
tense GIAARAFA (re-build). Here the futurity |
ce to the previous burning, The city is not to
after the Swan goes there, - For similar usa.
commentary.
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Tean: (Fgran) a9 frae: e
T: THAEAEEad.

t of the city you will see the house of the
Ravana) - That house is described in the
it of the house will kindle mingled feelings
w: Y (n) =house, YHAUT = of Gods
AU = fit to carry. . The proper persons
e Viwmanas are the Gods. but they are
7 Ravana for his use. Parse F&TH.

T (UATE) e wie: &yt g9

ure patk attached to his house ycu will find
This garden was for the first time invaded
Januman, Even the wind and the sun are
¢ shine hot in that garden through fear of
na's slightest displeasure: FiFHT = afraid.
U = always filled with all kinds of seasons.
&T:ﬂcﬁ = pleasure garden. AAATEN:

" The Asoka trees appear like the burning
of for they bear red blossoms.
aet (EIEIETTTE'EHT‘JT) HQEGTF'TEIHZF;{ HeAFHZ
QTTT'-U{IFIT geqry.
will see a Stmsupa tree wh1ch is the only
T = bird ATSH (T?Iqa'q":{ = going round
the garden in search of the tree. a\‘ﬂ?ﬁ
* misery + g7 = friend. fEd =in a
aced) + HERE: (Jewles) gl Inabranch
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of that Simsupa tree Sita had placed her jewt
(abundant) + qTEr:. (branches) J¥AT;  That
many branches closely knit tOgether

SLOKA 9. T¥T: ITGT @UH%TF{ aq (SHH@) r{‘

SIEL
Underneath that tree you will find the pri
of the solar race. Here Sita is described as ger
the epxthel% apply to both, '

ga9%d = place of sacrifice, place of orig
mine, AW = fear, flaw in a gem. A gemisag
found in the midst of rubbish. Sita is fearless
the midst of Rakshasas. Sw/ka is the price gi-
bride. The price of S:ita is the valour dl«;pla
Rama in breaking Siva's bow. fest e
The sun, Sita is the jewel of the solar race.
ous gem by its brilliance excels even the sun.

Sroka 10, WREE gy fafmiymal
(¥ Here T refers to fBTE in the prior s}
fish eyed lady who is the incarnation of the
Love is my eye. Sheis the sole object of m:
attention,

QHL = figh, agwrmmaaé = lit, tha
found in the river Jambu, gold. EiES is sacr

The middle portion of the alter is very r

is Sita’s waist, Compare the corresponding slo
Sandesa,
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a'rsﬁmmr Tﬂ'@ﬂlﬁﬂﬂf qairqaralrgr ‘

Flhqﬁ'mf EH'Q’THE’TWTTH&TWT T |

AU ATIEHGIaAr @Ewageaagy

Yragergarartey afvudaarg: |
:Iokas 11.& 12 form one entxre Sentence Suc
nce is called yugma, In the same way comp
nces expressed by three four‘and more than four slc
nchmcallv known as Viseshaka, Kala/mkrz and KuL
SLoka 11, EEAT r?raraeren R 3§ ¢
arag quy,
You will  see Sita overcome with gnef and €
ing of me. She will bé addressing the birds to ki
t me, will be looking towords the northern, direc
' to get some news about me. - In this & in the n
Sri Rama describes how: Sita ‘would .be. spenc
ours of separatlon
ﬁ’?-[ﬂ'ﬂﬂ = Preald = will appear.. The words"'T
'T(T preceding: preaent ‘tense give it a future si
e HAGH = wery faet approaching - fﬁqi‘i‘ﬁ"ﬂ
“tidings qEqAM. q\ﬂqfﬁ (indicating). : , ferfirss
mt of the omens. Good omens will indicatei g
75 to her'and herice she will ‘b looking towards
i to hear good news about me with overﬂow:ng t
yo Y = tear,’
SLokA 12, Sﬁﬁ'ﬁi‘qri{ *ITGTC{’HTEW TT‘&’RT-"-{ WW'E'TT'
=S aEg A | qEn argiEen et
oo . ‘
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HEg SR IgN SeAATE R

AIRART ATXGY TRET THAA tnzcn. |

SAFARGAEAAATA AT
| g ReaREmE qu% ll

- SLOKA 16." ﬂamqwrmq trmﬁaarg"f raarc
& qm“rmr wrizrar q-%

She places my ring on her ﬁngers and becomest
mth joy (remembermd the tough of myhand). She pla
;ame on her head in the place of the head Jewel wh1
seen returned’ to the thdugh Hahuman anid | be
jellghted 'She: piaces -the same altemately on her
oreasts to' allay’ the heat PRI

53"1?[ (hair) +° REGE (crisped) = havmg han
on account of joy.” fafagedt = enjoying. ‘HN‘T’
fillness) = fevered, qqh"l = alternately,”

 SLOKA. 1y, SETGRAT HAGAT: srwr. ja%ﬁqq

fHae qafy sy g, |

Her tears wash off even the fragrant unguént s
on her body by motherly Anasuya while Sita stopp:
Sri‘Rama in sage Atri’s}hermitage. . Anasuya, the.
sage Atri is the highest: type of chastity ‘and
devotion. “She was very pious and ' given to’
devotion by virtue of which she had obtained mir
powers. ~Several stories are told to illustraté ‘them.
the earth was devastated by terrible drought whict
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ts Anasupe created water, fruits etc by means o
powers and saved many lives. On one occassior
nged Brahma, Vishnu and Siva into infants when a
igation of their wives, they attempted to test he:
7 but restored them to their former shapes at the
mities of their humbled consorts. Tn the Ramayan:
-epresented as having been very kind and attentive
whom she favoured with sound motherly advice or
tues of chastity, and at the time of her departur
i an unguent which was to keep her beautiful fo:
d to guard her person from the attempts of rapa

zasts and demons. Anasupaz was the mother of the
urvasas.

OKA 18, TARIUHTLE HAEFTT HAW [9gH
t g feaat (we).

r ample locks of hair now hang lose as if to smell the
ce of her limbs. In that state she looks like a tende:
of kalpatarn full of flowers dropped down on eartl

saven and followed by bees. Sita is compared tc
der branch and her locks of hair to bees.

Tt HSAM: RCEE = locks of hair fASHIAIEA
1 controlled. Rati is the wife of Cupid. H#GwT =
d. gias: = Feqge: | #FG = young branch ful
ar leaves and flowers, FFUH: = ¥[U = bee.

oKA 19. ATEAE: gl @eF Tl FAFA@Iias
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When Sita was being carried by Ravana she
down her upper cloth with her jewels tied in it
mount Risyamuka where Sugriva with his follo®
taken refuge. This cloth with those jewels was
over to Sri Rama by Sugriva. Sri Rama now sl
cloth and one of the jewels (anklet) to the Swan
that Sita would be found in Lanka wearing a
anklet corresponding to those shown to the Swar
two are of special significance to the Swan for
bears the figures of She-Swans and the music of
is like the voice of the Swan. The cloth is refer
this sloka and the anklet in the next,

YW =mountain (Risyamuka). W =
HH =of the crarment now shown, JHTC=for
appearance. T H%”J - like this in all jts
fully resembling this. HUT: = on all its sides.
qr ® WA e @9l 99 aq g =
which has the figures of thy mate as a mark ¢
tion (and which is bright as the rising sur
beautiful. #®H (n) = garment, cloth. FEMET
wearing., sIAHEA = mixed up with, Her
contrast well with her bright complexion. She
crescent moon in the twilight sky.

SLoKa 20, SVHY: Heq afgued deiwd geg
fated ard (F7%) dgamaad. :

This right anklet fell down from her foot
by what route Sita was being taken. This ne
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music of your voice. The left anklet correspondit
is kept by Sita in a branch of the tree. Wher
sees that ornament she hecomes over-powered
f. STEN:=is perfect participle, genitive, of T =tha
e down. @HERT I = worthy of being place
hand (on her lotus-foot after placing the same on

SLoka 21, Tg: ITAT ASTiin: MRS w5y
RAT At @RATARTar,

Sita is compared to the goddess presiding ove:
venly garden Nandana when she is deprived of al
auty and imprisoned in the abode of Ravana. ¢
:d limbs are compared to fading leaves, and her
its to flowers. She does not wear ornaments &
-ers in the garden have dropped down. In the g
creepers twine round the trees and the creepers it
kavanika are reflected in the bright limbs of Sita.
dry winds spoil the garden.  Sita’s signs of grief ar
ainful,

WA part = fading. HGH: = wind breath.
t, not cool) 4 B®IGT (shade) = The garden preser
| shade. Sita's beauty (ET‘TTZEﬁTﬁ'E‘T) is marred b
f,

SLoKA. 22. For a clear & complete understandi
: sloka study the commentary. The technical wor
xa philosophy are freely & beautifully used here. !
1pared to a successful Yogi who by gradual step:
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ealise his object of meditation. [Hideheq@wITe
ast stage that a Yogi can attain. ITere Sita b
tice and devotion has forgotten even herself an
sthing else except Sri Rama.  In the Ramayan
ted— FTGII'IWITH eT wr?{nra PIRAZHTT | VT
(]‘INT{E{F{QV{QTHW—mc.mmﬂ thereby that Sita is nc
oy the sight of the cruel Rakshasis, or by the sigh
nt trees full of fruits and fAowers her mind bein
solely on Sri Rama—This idea is expressed i
a by comparing Sita to a Yogi who has gon
successive stages of Yoga and reached the fing
Semadli—Yoga is controlling the mind both i
ctive and objective states, T'he eight Angas ¢
2—(1) Fama (abstinence from evil actions), (2
purity), (3) Asauna (posture), (4) LPranayame (con
reath), (5) Paratvahara (controlling the senses’
ana (steadying the mind), (7) Dhvane (medita
1 (8) Sumadi (absorption in the ubject of con
). Samadhi is of 2 kinds-——where the Yog
ndividual consciousness along with the objec
wion, it is Savikalpaka Samadhi, and where ever
ciousness disappears and the abject of meditation
wains, it is called Nbvikalpaka Samadhi. 1t is thi
nadhd that is described in this Sloka,

W Adrath Aty wagty aft oafr ofinSatad
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She is senseless to all external objects and is

sorbed in Samadii which has for its object my indiy
f.

WHQ??T (loc.)=restraining anmhllatmDr A=
ly g—‘{m Zattitude of mind, GIAAA=in all’ its atti
T”Jf:restxamt, here it is Pratvahara. That develog
nind which enables it to control its actions. Sita th
=f and dis-gust was senseless to all external ob
ving thus reached the Pratyahara stage, her mind is
tered solely on Sri Rama being led to do so by C
gis rely on some science (BTTTTQ) to practise part
ns of devotion. Here the science that taught Si
template the charming figure of Sri Rama was Cu
Ly ("S{WTH ::ETT‘T]%O Dharana and Dhvana are
ctibed. SROEAT  (centred)+ 9l (mind) FATAT
ving thus reached the Divana stage, she proceeds fu
ealise and enjoy her belowed object by Samadh
escribed in the second half of the Sloka. H¥J&
ctising, &AY (another) + \3:1"3{'(:{ (possesses) =¥’
I JFGT JZ_(not devoted to any other t
Tt 9rIATE: (conception or imagination). HATI=T

e JAl FA: (in the object of meditatio
Rama) &Y: (absorption) ("T:ma (\veak unab
sive any other imptession) GIEAG) f’»TT"ﬁFT (mind). £
d became insensible to everything else except
act of meditation. Having attained that state of
was able to practise Samadhi (contemplation) ir
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kalpa form. FIEaREqE Al is exclusive concentrat
the one entity without distinct and separate conscia
of the knower, and the knowing and without e
:onscxousness Thus she knows only one thing,

7. ITWF{ZIHWEHH

SLOKA 23. Sita’s pitiable state is summed up bea
in this Sloka in short pithy sentences.

HiMd=lit, shut faded. I =current, stream. 2
=something attached, supplement, qATGFITA |
N ﬁﬁfqi:lamentation, wailing—Her expression:
have always reference to me—ﬁﬂ?ﬁl‘”—"by beloved S
89 =slender bodied. G {s used acti»e]y

5LOKA 24, agmn QJEHT’gT?HTqﬂTﬁqﬂHTE &
AT FET HAE RYWILT] @,

You too will be unable to suppress your grief at
of her pitiable condition.. Who will not sympatt
her if they be good a‘l\ld\ar‘e not born in the race
bals like Ravana. WIEAT = intensity of grief. Pz
g1 %Y = raw flesh.  @ET HA (those that e
[ﬂﬂ(’{hggve}'ns SIAl.  In the race to which Raw
gs—[dHAH = purity, whiteness, spotlessness.
_is WA and hence can sympathise.

DLOI\A .25 SWI’ST Waf?ﬁ' %T\'?qﬁqi BTI'-ITTH(HEFFI HH
7 I AR,

Drink the water of the tank closeby, and take 1
g night and early in the morning when the Rakshz
:n will be asleep deliver my message to her;
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e T LY

FTEZT‘THT (comparative) = near, close by, SITEIE:
A‘T) Y« Rasa is drmkmor water. ETTHT=tank. &
g down, sleep. Qam'—mcrht qragr: (causatiy
nd. TgIEAg Ral\shasa women sleep early in
ning (‘Icqa') quaa (through Jove) + AFU (swe
et on account of the love they express towards
ﬁmqi (fut. part) = ’HTEIT'*\T@.' = with a view to nat
I = my message.

SLoka 26, TTRIAT: Gfd: gRAATgAgE: 94 3
HR-CICE U

Gentle breeze will take away thy fatigue, slee
und of sand on which falls bright moonshine and a
‘he pleasant music made by the bees when they s
budding lotuses.

HET = way. r:raqa = that which will re
ligue of journey). THAWATGH (bed). QA+
I This governs NAA--EEITEN: RAUIT: | The
the moon make the surface of the sand mound ple
ZEn AT = the humming of bees when the
lighted aﬁq'@fﬂﬁ%—-’rhe lotuses begin to open early

srning, when the bees swarm round those flowers
ike) the humming noise. 1G9&: = bee. RAHRTT

Vlﬂg a set pur po:e
Sroxa 27, AttgTETes: e gedpdy sgd
{ AvaEt A,



Ve
conceal yourself in the Simsupatree, modera
and then awake my beloved by extollinng t
e family of Raghus and Janakas,

({E}ﬁ"{ d&ET: = Known only to yourself == U
others. The pitch of the Swan’s voice is b
compared to the twang cof Cupid’s bow—stl‘il'
g Gidl= She whose mind is absent. feg2 2311

A 28 ¥&M A (3w goggtas @ (R
qud gauq (aregartat [,
: Queen know me your Lord’s friend and m
Know me also as one who by his music exxci
o action, Autumn is the best season for figght a
; take delight in that season.
¥ JFEAAR WS or AWUT GET: = sy poat
wnjon-friend to help him in his desired ©bj
medicine, Herethe medicinefo sustain the clro
_of Sita is his message (®AM) T = [ nsi
icine is poured into her ears. AN FIT: d
T4 = The proper time to win the affection
s ladies. Compare the corresponding Sloles
ndesa.

wgfie Rraataas Afgawegare

qedady grafaRaund ey |

qraearte @ ot sraat i

aeaferd At iraAragatT |
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A 20, WOGIATTAE TG AU

Sita will look up and cast her affectionate
1 you AR TA9 =one that takes delight in
bout me. A is used in the causative sense
ace of SHAW=uplifting her face. Compare
—IAaEd e fUgugEhed | F5 = from
genuine, 'ﬂﬁﬁfq (of the nectar) + el (Aow)
ﬁf’ﬂ& qraede: O ;WT?{ =the glances that were
e flow of nectar. I W =in the morning. HIAT =
g. a*a(%'-:dear companions, The glances are
as the Jotus flowers blossoming in the morning,
A 30. AMWEER  GUAAET WEAT | wreqarar
AATAYU .
ing you spotless in every way, she will take
onfide in you and lend an attentive ear to your
Do not even the tidings of their lord delight

SYYAGIYH = Spotless in every way. She will
d that you are not Rakshasa in disguise or any other
person. UM =by your consoling words.
& FATET = becoming bright and cheerful.
mpared to the cres-cent moon on the 1st day of
ksha. The faded moon on the New moon day
: and vigour from the sun’s rays and becomes
and fuller from the next day. The astronomical
hat the brightness of the moon is due to the
of the sun’s rays through the moon. UTHRAT =
10
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mer. QFE%QT—.:streak of .the moon cres-cent.
s-cent which exists on the New moon day. The.
bha referred to is the cres-cent appearing in .
ksha,  ATEAT (fut, part.)=shall become attentive
). FiFqeasral (uews),

SLoka 31. AESFE: A BIF Y @ AT
T geY AN ge: FraEta,

Then tell her that T inquired after her welfare,
no other than the goddess Lakshmi for the great
clare that all the divine attributes which shower ble
the universe are found alike in Lakshmi and in Si

ﬂﬂ?‘ﬁ', Feminine noun,=Your grace. It is nc
anoun, hence the compound is not expressed as *
BE) L ANTEY = good fortune, I, with FF =inquire
gaﬁorgwaq' qEIY (r:ftra) YA = all those
vich necessarily indicate welfare & happiness, HMH
clare positively.

SLoka. 3. BXA AWL (49) aft  (TAW
YA sqata: gy A zrremtr at af
wag: (Hoaag:) agia.,

Sita found her ornaments, may even the ungue
areon her person to be an obstruction to her close er
Sri Rama. She wonld not bear even so much sepa
1ich a beloved is carried away by cruel fate to a
AM:)  island (Wfﬁ(ﬂ) As if ‘to regain her
At ET'_?W) Sri Rama recalls her image befc



75

eye_and addresses her in these words through h
ay = in the manner detailed below in Slok:
6.  HY| = through the medium (of his friend, tl

b

LOKA. 33. The real message to be delivered

~ contained in Slokas 33 to 46 wherein Sri Ran
ses his pangs of separation. '

i &1 39 7T AT €af A when we we
er the nights were too short ; now that you are aw:
re too long.

HT'::\TEE'T\T (perfect patticiplc) that had attain
a state of pleasure) T = state of affction. ‘1’3‘1:
.0 separation. Even before the beginning of enjc
the night passed away. FREIATEIH & = imagina
nent, TAY = night in general, nights.

LokA 34 (3F) ffde oafasesy sw@aw o
g 8% =g o i

The severity of frosty wind was not felt by me
nt of your warm embrace, Now that you are aw
frosty wind who was kept subdued by the warr
. of your body becomes patent and afflicts both r
sour refugee) and lotus flowers, who are compani
ur face. This sloka also suggests that a person t
1quished by a powerful opponent slily attacks
rdants in his absence. Hence Sawmasokti. I
1s wither away in the frosty season, '
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I = excessive. [&8 = interval, opportunity.
sowerful. The wind is surcharged with the scent
flowers. The wind now comes forward with all
te to attack his prey.

KA. 35. TA: TG grarard a9ag 59919,
spring began to cover the whole world with flowers
: the arrows of Cupid., These arrows have their
im at the ladies separated from their husbands,
:ct is certain. Fearing that Sita might become a
1em, Sri Rama, leaving off his natural courage and
gged the Spring (Vasanta) not to approach Sita.
d in the next two slokas the effect of the Spring
. separated lovers is beautifully described.

& = dipped in honey or poison, The arrows
oison have deadly effect. \c\qﬂ%i[ = Separated.
devouring, muﬂqﬂ?‘f’iﬂ! JEqe: _RYHIT: = Cupid
= variety of arrows. Rama was afraid of bending
against Fasaute lest he should attack Sita.
and FAHTAT end in & The other forms
and FAHIIAT are optional.

‘A, 36, GAgRGAT  AnifapEE 9T q@emole

s pulled out from the path of Malaya winds by
12 who was afraid of my safety. The Malaya
cites amorous feelings and Lakshmana thought
I Rama came in contact with it, he would feel the
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b to its bitter end. To understand this Sloka
imagine an elephant in chains breaking through a
street of its own accord without any one to
same. The people will naturally rush in con-
1 noise on both sides of the elephant to avoid its
\lso if any one sees a child rushing in the street
* elephant, he will seize the same and keep it
way. Here the Maloya winds are the elephant
: they rush between the groves the cuckoos from
s will sing of the approaching Vasanta. The
e charged with scents of flowers just like the
is covered with dust. The swarm of bees that
iey of the flowers are like the chains of the

" = moving about. ‘ﬁ': de: = lit bred by
tckoo. It is believed that cuckoos hatch in crow's
he young cuckoos are nourished by the crows,

(with dust of Jasmine flowers) + EGHED
-+ ﬂ?ﬁq (body) B E‘T@FU = chains. ‘

A 37 G GEFAIFAEH], The K. aranja trees
in to my mind. Asoka is a shrub like tree having
lossoms. Karanje trees rise higher and shower
te flowers which fell over the Asoka blossoms
'mbled burning fire. The white flowers resembled
rice (TS which is offered to fire at the time of
fal rites. This scene of Karanja flowers falling
blossoms brought to Sti Rama’s mind the rites
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e performed on the day of his wedding with Sita,
t once suggests the presence of /anaka who gave h
arling in the hope she would enjoy happiness wi
lama who now feels he has not taken proper cate ¢

QAT = Prince of Yogis. Janaka was a gree
T added to a present tense gives it a past me
ﬁ\ﬁf*{ﬁ% ﬂ?ﬁfﬁ {locative absolute)=while the red ¢
arned like fire. ST (ind.) = near TSl (of sim
ce) + iy (like the shower) + FHTAN = be;
ot + T = stream of fowers. TRAT: (we
GIAT = The State of thy wedding. The wi
:casion,

The winter is described in this and in the next ¢

oY oy N [ > - -

SLoka. 38, VEYF ATGAE(T IAABTIA: qT
=%q AgC (A9) Ha: aawam.

I can never forget the peacock who being in clos
ace with his lovely hen only wished to dance in s
e music of lightning and thunder = During wint
acocks are in full bloom of their feathers and danc
lly. Lightning serves as golden rod with whi
at the drum of clouds. To that music the peacock d
1e peacocks which Sri Rama saw were enjoying in
ibrace their hens. They did not like their sepa
en for a minute and so, in spite of the fitting seaso

usic, peacocks refused to dance though they very
sired to do so.
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HAWT =lightaing FART = golden rod. (WA
ng, ST (loud) + SR (majestic) TAETT €@l
:ing sound) + @ (cloud). TFEHW TNt = becaus
loud and majestic music made by the clouds. T
‘he proper season to excite peacocks to dat
H = male dance. ‘_’:WT and ®TEd signify female dai
T = scented. U&A is the Malpavat mountains fi
we Srvi Rama sends his message. During wit
\ja trees blossom and the wind scatters those b.
in various directions. {=&: + qreT 4T WA
1aEGT: ATET: q9 9 = happy on account of
-ace of his beloved who had not the misfortune of
roubled (carried away) by a Rakshasa. Sri Ra
«s l1is lot when he sees peacocks in company with tl
HIT := peacock.
SrLoka 39. A qEgEATAl  qArGl gARdEEAEAr |
I CLEIIEC SIS
Joven the very clouds in the skies shed tears at
i state.  Seeing the clonds cry your mother (ea
in return as she was the person most interested
{1ere the idea suggested is that women gener
. in tears seeing another cry in grief. The downg
in is compared to shedding of tears by the clouds
hunder is their Joud wailing. The earth also we
1 as seen in the echoes caused near mountains at
1 of thunder. The earth becomes affected with g
':ﬂ%f-?i) and full of tears (FAT%G).  Here T and ¢
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>uld he understood to mean hot and full of va
ter a series of hot days, if the rains fall for the first
: atmosphere does not become cool after those
ase ; on the other hand it becomes hotter for a time
xn becomes cool, Also at that time a sort of misty vz
es from the earth and becomes visible near moun
is misty vapour is called A%, Thus the Earth als
mes af‘?’fﬂﬁfi (full of grief, full of heat) and g
tears, full of vapour).

[y + 397 IFE + AT T8 = Whos
return is seen in the mountains, This and other adje
wern ATAY €178 = great. A7 = causing. Thec
r their tears make the Earth weep and affected with
d tears. Sita’s mother is Earth, AI9ESEA = th;
e in my grief, AEAFAIEH TWIRT = afflicted much
apid’s sway HI9: is an expletive indicative of i
GIFE = It seems as if this was produced. The ¢
i it were seemed to cry for me, AT = indescril
T = wailihg (of clouds = CHCECTN

SLOKA. 40, WEAYIN TFerd qeUY WOy o
CRCCIRAERIGRECE ECHE ERTICEES

Though you are far away I enjoy your company
1 the Malaya breeze 1 find thy soft embrace, in the -
1y beautiful face, in the world our common abo
atth our common bed, and in the starry sky the
1t adorns our cot.” The Malaya breeze blows c
\ama and on Sita and so unites them together, Th
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Rama and Sita fall on the moon their common
us also they both meet, SEAT: = UL @ =
ir eyes.

abode. Qﬁa = sameness, oneness. 1The world

mmon abode. HIUAEY qAFET qWT: Gael: =

e same cot. They both sleep on the surface of

hich is the cot that serves as bed to both, They
he same place and sleep on the same cot.
= bespangled with stars T4GT8 = in the sky.

expansion (of the canopy) f\mrgﬁ e =

beautiful canopy. e = enjoy-compare

desa.

e ArRagRoft Sl el

Resrd qidpfr Rt agteg Hr |

TRarfa wagy ALl Aitay e

LY [ Lo -~ o ()

qeeRd guiy a9 afte QA |l

4r N ARG GRS @RgERdl AT

dradr @gedtd fadr: (@f) .

stuses blossom well in autumn. They are like
Just as the glances of a heroine kindles fire in
s autumn through these lotuses excites warlike

sedition) just putting for the season. The sky
erywhere and the army’s path is easy. This

stens me to your company. The fitting season
wtumn,

1034
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[ATERTq :=lotus buds, Wi{@ =awake, opened. - I
€ e‘cpedltlon quﬂaqa fitting for the seac
th & = kmdle, excite H{[‘l\""path A - HIGT, G
{ =Wl = TEEEE\ = cardinal point, quarter of the sk
utumn when the sky is clear. ®L{=hasten. Pa

LoKA 42. & Torafe (i) araiEagyTar af sfaa
i S (fasa:) ¥ SiEd a9,
h Sita you cared not for the kingdom or the capi
llowed me to the forest. You would never leave ;
ny even in sleep. I have done a most cruel act
ng you. This thought pains me too much. Sita is
:nt character for she cared not for power or comfi
sle .object was to serve her Lord in prosperity and
ity. '
LOKA 43 WEHW: a9 T g @i
ikshmana will soon cross the sea with the Vana
zht the Rakshasas successfully and thereby pc
(lit. wine) in thy ears. @@al = sporting. Disso
wse §Hf@ | YIFATA: = Rakshasa. TG = wi
waar (future)—-lit will prepare—pour

OKA 44. @ frgg gerda 4f e Wi A

At nmrq SR IEE

ter retaliating the wrong done to you by cutti
heads of Ravana we shall ascend the Pushpaka a
Ayodhya where we shall be at once installed
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xreignty. Then we can enjoy with increased zest al
sures which are now denied for us.

I =enmity, hostility. ﬁlqg’beinfr retaliated, aven
AT = descending on earth (from Pushpaka that
y travel in the skies) TH’-&'TUW = having well beguw
g initiated. The Installation will mark the begin
he series of uninterrupted future happiness. ¥
1e great (Vasishta and other sages) who will insta
wr ancestral throne as Emperor (?ﬁ'\ﬂﬂsﬁ)

SLOKA 45. =R e (wadt) TRy aad

i e ﬁaﬂa

Remember my beloved how you embracpd me
hed all my pain when I returned after destroying 4
his hosts of Rakshasas in jenasthana. The obje
Sloka is to show that Ravana is no great enemy
be easily conquered.

Note WAAT means your ladyship. TIUAEAT =
roying TEUT FTETE = wounds caused (on any pe
the weapons. QU = heals.

SLOKA 46. =T %ﬂrﬁ'ﬂfqﬁf TFAAAT (G
{ &) g &Eq sggaa{q xaraad.

Sacki is the wife of Indra. By killing the di
#ra Indra incurred the sin of Brakma Hatya to
ich he hid himself under the waters for many
that interval Nakusha aspired to Indra’s throne
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forced Sacki to be his consort. But fortunately
Nahusha himself was cursed to become a serpent.
the father of Parvati insulted God Siva by not g
any offering at a certain sacrifice. Thereupon £
troyed herself and was born again as the daugh
Himalayas and again wedded God Siva. Seeing
Sacki and Parvati have suffered pangs of separa
but meet that Sita protects herself for the sa
Rama. All these sufferii'gs are bearable because
band wills it so.

SLOKA 47. This and the next sloka are ad:
the Swan,

TS FAGAAR AR @& HAR
AT BTG ATNERT | S Sey o dieg @ o
g fage.

My guileless friend, have you well unders
mission. Your natural kindness will not allow y
#no to my request of help. In former times your
as messengers of love and united Nala and D
Hence I am sure you will also help me.

U (guileless) + &9 : (friend). FAT
decline. %TTFWEQ' = genuine sympathy. Nazske

king Nrgla it (of the suffering) + arof (¢
Parse T9g:

Sroka 48, 4 SEGET qEq P U
7 I L ey,
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Deliver this message and console Janaki.
thus become a friend of the kings of the Solar rac
join your bride and roam over the worlds enj
pleasures. SATAIL = in every way GagWAT=fit

SLoka 40. #harg Ua: fast ystarl garat
The remaining portion of the whole story
yana is succinctly expressed in this Sloka.

ATET: (crossed) + T (agean) Faa:| + qf

1

dra: (necks) JtH:=the ten headed (monster)

9Hfq: (glad). TEAHFAT THT USH = the empire
till then governed by his Sendaels. DBharata

pious and righteous and was so much devoted to
that when the latter prepared to go to the
accordance with the wicked demand of Kaikey:
very much grieved to find that his own mothe
his brother into exile, and refusing the soverei
was his own, ruled the kingdom in the Name of
by bringing from him his two Sandals and ma
the regents of the realm till he returned after hi
exile ATFT = made. sl = his own. GAMAT=
of proper Lord. It was Sri Rama who was fi
sovereign of Ayodhya.

SLOKA 5o. AN 58 @U@ Fra: Tt

This poem is compared to a polished
comparison is well brought out in the translatior
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3T = science 8T = art, faear (wit,
is compared to WM: (whetstone). g AT
AT = existing in the ears HAH (spotl
knowledge. You admire a gem by seein
physical eyes. You admire this poem by 1
your mental eye which exists in the ear. F
without malice or envy and you will see
enjoy.



T

"HAMSA SANDESA.

i S

Canto I.

Our Gracious Lord who blessed the Solar race
And hallowed manhood frail by his descent,
In sleepless care consuméd many nights
Devising how to seek his long-lost wife.

At last when back the son of Wind had come
And taken been the wise and firm resolve,
The tide of grief returned afresh, and he
Could ill enclure the long and vacant night.

Next morn, intent on plans to lead out soon

The gathered forces of the Feinar chief,

Yet inly writhing sore, because his wife,

The child of Janaka, still dwelt afar,

He saw there in a tank of lotus flowers

A stately swan as white as orbéd. moon,

The autumn’s friend that came from climes unknown
And cleaved the wave in playful curves of glee.

Upon that lovely bird which glided soft,

In gait that ruost resembled Sita’s own,

‘Whose flaw-less hue was of her silken vest,
Whose sweet discourse was like the music made



HAMSA SANDESA.

By golden anklets of her feet, he fixed

His steady gaze for long. Heroic firm,

His heart did melt awhile by what he saw ;
For comes a time when Cupid’s sway prevails

4., But soon his strength revived ; for was he not

The brother meet of Lakshmana ? he would
The while sustain the life of Masthili

With tidings apt, with love and care surcharg
He greeted now the happy swan with warm
And hospitable gifts of lotus flowers,

Far more than clasping to their hearts their |
Do lovers prize the friend that joins them twa

54 Alas! Alas! He lets his distraught mind

8.

Esteem it 'bove the son of Anjana,

And raise aloft this frail and speechless thing

To love and favour far bevond its due !

But, turbid grown by grief for those we love,

We bend and beg the cloud, the hill, the tree
Small wonder then that he did what he did ;

For hath it not the sense to fee! and love ?

Thou hast thy birth from loins of Him that kn
To part the trackless sea of sacred lore,
Whose body is this vast Expanse of things ;
Thou art the Lotus-Dweller's favoured chaise':
So say the Siddias wise. And by thee too,

So worthy in thy ways, is got the rare
Reward from wife of Him—Her snow-white h
And nectar sweet that ears alone can taste,



CANTO 1.

’Among the mortal race that swarms below

We, many, breathe ; small men we are, my friend ;
But great's thy name in all the world as lord

Of those whose haunts are in the happy sky.

Yet meet it is that thou shouldst deigr to be

Qur messenger for saving those that seek

Thy help. For did not once the Cosmic Lord
Himself assume the reins to drive the car ?

Jhshvakn's race are famed from old for strength
And stern resolve ; could change the world and shay
It new if so they wished ; Ah, mighty they !

Now note their fortune dire and fateful time ;
Canst thou then see why meet it is that thou
Shouldst go to Lanka, seat of Rakshasas,

Built firm upon Zrikutn hill, whose crest

Plays hide and seek amidst the ocean waves ?

"The South is great for many noble shrines

Where God hath come to dwell in His own shape ;
Her wilds are bright with sandal trees ; the home
Of pearls, and mother, she, of breezes cool.

Wilt thou now wend thy steps thereto to please
My heart and save the life of Janaki?

There's but one blot as haunt of Rakshasas ;

Thoua must ignore it quite, my friend;’ tis naught.

As when the poet true is far away

A thousand dunces drown the air with noise,
In blind uproar, and wax in pride ; so when
Thou wert away in Kailas, peacocks wild



11.

12.

13.

HAMSA SANDESA,

Were vocal grown ; now that the clouds are g
And thou art by, true chorister, their mist
Hath cleared away and'they are dumb—a _sigl
To fill thy way with true and faultless joy.

Glow kissing off the honey from the fresh
And reddish lips of early lotus blooms,

And loitering amidst the sleepy buds

Of tracts of Kuvalayas, loath to part,

And sweating drops of fragrant juice that flow:
From off the temples of wild elephants,
Voluptuous breeze will waft thee on and send
Competing waves of scents to serve thee, Swar

How meet it is that the wind-shaken dust
From off the stalks of Banduk flowers, thy kin
That come against thy time, should make for t
A cosmetic of richest hue ! Ah! then,

Thou wilt become &'en as the moon that decks
The crown of Him who burnt the Cities Thre:
"Tis bathed by foam from off the Stream of Gu
And smeared with tint of lac from Gaurd's fee

The fleecy autumn clouds that sail on high,
Borne onward by the winds that blow behind
And suit their course to motion of thy wings,
Will form for thee, O king of swans, the screer
Of white that fits thy 1oft'y state, whose spokes
The slender, golden rays of sun supply ;

And rain-bow patches fringe their edge with t
Of many-coloured webs that hang profuse.



CANTO 1.

iroughout thy course, delights like these will wait
1 thee ; and journey ended thou shalt see ‘
y Sita, dearest friend ; thy friend who sprang

‘om out the furrowed field of Jauaka ;

1e, keeping pure for me her limbs themselves

‘om vulgar touch or gaze, Oh task most hard,
ath earned for her a name in all the world

T great repute, she knows one only man,

ith sweet discourse then gently win assent
“this fair Tank of lotus plants, thy love ;

‘ho, while thou wert away, was slender grown,
1t now is glad. Tell her of quick return;

1e too will, I doubt not, say ‘well’ to thee

ad permit thee to go, in accent soft,

The sweet and tuneful ringing of the bees,—
ith heart-felt sympathy for Jadthils.

) Sabara fair, seated, drunk with love,

‘ith lovers of their choice, in mountain bowers,
-esent thyself, a moment's view, thy grace

nd shape deluding them with moon-rise bright
¢ an untimely hour ; and from this lake

s thou dost fly towards the South, avoid

1e common paths of heavy birds and rise

loft to see from far thy way secure,

nd this mount, dMalyavan, with crystals paved,
aceiving in his heart thy faultless shape,

ow rising with a grace and loveliness

'hich far outdoes the moonlight's charm itself,



HAMSA SANDESA.

Will sure assume the form, sublime and rare,
Of that Primeval Maker of the world,

From whose creating mind, the lunar orb
Swan up into transparent view and bright.

18../ Two paths are clearly set before my mind

19.

20.

By Haruman: the latter of them twain

Doth run along the chain of Sa/ya hills :
Though faiv and faultless else, incessant rains
Deluge it ; but the other lies through lands
Where towns and hamlets throng; thou must,
Take off, though hard, thy steadfast eyes for
From wonders manifold that gather there.

Across these langs pursue thy steady course
Where woods and hills and streams display tl
In alternating charm ; and where again,
What time thy voice so sweet to hear is hearc
A thousand village maids rush out from home
That nestle nigh, and, shooting sidelong glanc
Beneath a pair of brows untaught to knit,
Trace out thy form and know the cause of sot

And, on thy way, thou must with zest enjoy
The simple amours of those sylvan maids
Who keep their merry watch o'er paddy fields
And, crowding under shades of sugarcanes,
On beds of tender sheots and leaves of trees,
Indulge in those interminable talks

And languish in that sweet but mixed tongue
Where Kanrese blends with graceful dndira -



CANTO I 7

soon, mount ~4njana, will rise before

ight—a feast to thy delighted eyes;

eing which the pious heart exclaims

sure it is the ancient Serpent-king,

rears his jewelled crests to bear the earth .
ierve the All-pervading Lord that dwells

;in ; its peaks are curled around with cloud

s and shape resembling cast-out sloughs.

that sacred mount thou too must light

nix thy mite in worship of the Lord

crushed the tyrant, Mad/n named ; there meet
rods descending from above and men

come from earth, unequal now no more,

rfva rising sweeps distinctions all

throng and pray in perfect unison,

wise alike they reap the fruits their hearts desire.

thence, a little to the south, behold
rolden-streaked Nanakamukhar:

winds her gentle course below that mount,
sparkling sands stretch out on either hand ;

slowly rising from her shrinking stream,

woo thy stay with tempting blandishments ;
wavy hands she seems to pluck the flowers

| bank-grown trees to serve the Crescent-Crowned.

ite her love as she deserves ; and then

gurgling sweet in tones that none may hear,
there awhile until the breezy breath

' blows from sand-banks pregnant with perfume
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Of biooming Fanjulas, fans thee to rest,
But let not other cause delay thee long ;
Take wings and fly beyond the reach of han
For fowlers dwell at hand may cage thee in.

Surveying then the holy Thundira,

Go to the famous shrine of Satyavrat;
There vows are always truly made and thet
The sins of men are washed away ; where, w
The goddess, Speech, became a stream and
Indignant on her lord, our Lord it was,
Who is the stay of all the world that stemm
Her course and proved the only stay to hin

And in that land thou shalt ere long behold
The City, Kanchi named
As if she were, well worthy of the earth :
—A stringed mine of gems of every kind ;
Invested e'er with sweetest symphonies,
With eyes that rest on her there always sta

a jewelled belt,

On Hasti Hill, beyond the rage of opposites,
That Person Great, the trul y excellent,

Approaching then that City great, adore
The town with pious bending of thy head ;
For early in the K71tz age she rose

In fall-blown porip and power at Bralma's
The blessed dust that rises from her streets
When stirred by speed of wing of that great
—The steed that bears the Lord of Kari Hil

- The Gods themselves bear on their heads wi'



CANTO L

And now whilst thus thou dost approach the town.
The fragrant breeze that woos the lotus flowers

In Kampa's limpid stream, issuing out

In glory from the mango grove that skirts

Her sides and gently shakes its hoary head,

And wafting oft the coolness from the moon

That shines upon the head of Puas’pati,

Will g;eet thee as a friend that comes from far.

There in the middle of that city dwells

The wife of Lotus-horn, in shape a stream :

She bears the name of Fega, much renowned

In all the world ; of liquid singers all

Like thee she is the queen ; and pure she is

And sweet and gentle, fair ; around her throng
The water-nymphs ; in seven-fold floods she runs
“Asif they were the seven-fold group of sounds.

There in the holy waters of that stream,
Renowned Sarasyatl, where sins of men

Are washed at once, bathe thou with sages pure ;
And whilst thou stayest pluming soft thy limbs,
Thou bearest in and out a purity,

So faultless and so fine, that, in thy mind,

Now washed of every trace of siu, the All

With no reserve will shine in real light.

Upon her banks, good sir, thou shalr behold
The altar where the Lotus-born performed
His sacrifice—the altar, Hasti hill,

Which makes the land of Dravide a heaven
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On earth. The blessed souls that, living there
Await their hour to cast their mortal coil,
Shall live for ever in that glorious realm

Of Vasudev where darkness never dwells.

Hard by there dwells the Mother of the worlds,
The Queen divine ; Her splendour pales the fir
That burns within the altar there ; she takes
New grace from Zulss garlands green that deck
Her neck ; Her lovely brunette brown is made
The browuer by her side-long glances dark,
—Benign partakers of the bliss supreme,

And winspme consorts on the throne of Power.

Now fear not thou, if there thou seest a cloud,
Though dark it is as is an emerald ;

"Tis Lakshmi plays the lightning on its breast,
And Grace divine, the liquid charging it ;

Its gentle neighbourhood is known full well
To countless swans of heaven as pure as thou ;
This cloud it was that took the shape of Swan
And gave the start to all thy cygnet race.

"Tis He, our lord who draws the fragrant breath
That wreathes from offerings of thine own king
He is the taintless Eye of sacred lore ;

Of eyes themselves He is the blissful goal ;
And whilst thou prayest bowing modestly,

He will accept thy sacrifice and turn

On thee His balmy looks that rain sweet love
And countless solid boons as hearts desire.
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If then our gracious Lord should sport at ease
Within the pleasure garden near the shrine,
His hand upon the Queen’s perspiring hand
Which glistens like a lotus honey-dewed

The other, placing gay a lotus Hower

Upon her other hand to match its hue,

Thou must spread out thy wings, in shape a fan,
And fan them both in service manifest.

Then after service done, with pleased heart
Extend thy flight across the middle land

And reach the Clolas glistening dark afar

With tall areca palms in proud array ;

There sparkle patches wide of open fields

Amidst the streams that branch from Sa/Zya's chilc
Whose diverse flow is checked by crocodiles
Which rush against their course with writhing sg

The beauties of those lands with lotus eyes

And lusty ringing voice supremely sweet,

Who shame the crimson glory of the West

With fragrant olive tinge that paints their limbs,

And, in their hair which throttles wreathes of flov
Of the areca palm, rehearse the fight

That struggling moonlight wages with the dark,

Shall feast thy eyes, Swan, playing on the swings.

Sweet bird of streams ! possess the western part
Of Chola's realm, which Farsha is in name,
But, rainless quite, and fed by nursing streams ;
'Tis bright as beauty-spot on earth's fair cheeks,
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There thou wilt soon perceive the Swete Hill
Which looks like KazZas buried in the earth
From smallness of its size and it will seem

To thee to spring from earth like King of Snal

The Light Divine that shines there in its Forr
To rout with balmy looks the mass of Sin
That darkens men; the root of excellence; .
The ardent wish of all the truly wise,

Which lives and feeds for ever on the love
Of Her who rose from out the Ocean Wave
Will sure extend to thee its grace and swell
Thy tide of good, as thou dost bowing stand,

But fail not soon to see the garden there;

"Tis thick with shady trees and large in size ;
Its bluish tint is just its Master’s hue

"Tis charming too from pendant u7/Z flowers,
Now, after seeing it where heavenly nymphs
Might play for aye and watch with winkless ey
Thy heart must prize it so that thou wilt own
The heavenly garden’s self is not its match.

Now there, in that areca grove, the wind
Which weaves a mauy-coloured canopy

With dust of diverse flowers, and gently shake:
The chowrie-like areca blossoms gay,

And spreads the beds of flowers upon the grou
To make it smooth to woo thy gentle tread,
Will haply play the role of waiting slave

To serve the God that owns the Arrows Five.
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Then sweeps on Sakya's child in majesty,

The rival of the Stream of Gods ; she seems,

Good sir, to comb the shady groves in twain

By force of stream that tears that populous land ;
At other times she murmurs soft on pearls

That heave in heaps on sand-banks in her stream,
Debauched from sugar-canes that ripen there
Whose knots burst out and throw the rich contents

Lol she is led away betimes by winds

From SaZya’s parent lap to Ocean's breast,
While countless friends like thee of double birth
Chaunt out auspicious blessings on her head,
And early in the morn, areca trees,

Like kinsmen, dripping liquid love, pour out
The fragrance sweet upon her charming face
That gently smiles with Hoating Puga leaves,

And after crossing her thou shalt behold

The glory of a tank, renowned afar

By name of Chandra’s Grace ; whose waters pure
Are never once divorced from fragrant smell

That spreads from heads of bathing ymphs of He
The sight completes the waning of thy love

To AManasa. Lo ! round about it throng

The other streams to share its holiness !

Upon its banks awaits the Serpent-couch,
With gentle convolution of its length.

And sages great esteem it much and live
Near it ;thou too must bend thy pious head
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As thou dost reach its side: For there, good Sir
—The wise have said—the future home shall be
Of Ranganath, our priceless heritage,

The Lord that stays with us in Sekesa.

Now e'en as I am talking of this place
Where Safva rises free and paramount,

My mind flies back to where the first of Gods
Reclines upon his Serpent-couch at home,
His head upon His bended arm, the Lord
With long and lovely eyes, the very life

Of Ocean's daughter, shining far about

-—A priceless emerald withina box.

Now thou must hasten swift through desert wilds
Which part the Chola from the Pandyan soil,
Where thieves abound and where in dreary dreac
The cricket chirps with harsh and deafening noise
And after crossing them thou may’st resume
Thy soft and cool discourse in clearest tones ;
For ne'er, my friend, do singers carol free

When wicked folks are in the neighbourhood.

And in the Pandyan land, the ladies bright .
With Auvaloye eves will make for thee

A festoon with their looks to honour thee

That hast so sweet a voice ; and while they raise
Their face aloft to question with their gaze,
Their head-beund wreaths unwind in careless eas¢
The curls then dance, out-flash their ear-ring gem
And pearly Ti/aks sparkle in their face.
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'hen reach mount Iriskabha, the true abode

i Vishuu-Sundara, the fairest fair ;

m reaching it, straight must thou bend thy head;
or He's the wealth of those that bow to Him;
'pon its lap there plays the Stream of Gods

Vhich gushed from out His anklet when He grew
or Bali's fall, untainted by the touch

i Pasupaths’s matted-hair so dense.

s thou dost fly, survey the Pandyan land
{dorned with teeming towns and country seats,
-Sweet homes of bliss that vie with Alaka !
here clouds pour down the rain and freshen oft
‘he growing crops, rememb'ring how they pined
1 prison-house before. Great was the power
.nd glory great of those that ruled therein

Vho got from Jsa missiles manifold,

hen reach the Zumraparni, copper-hued

Vhich, with the sand-banks strewn with heaps of peat
‘hat countless oysters rain profuse, will shine

s if she were the star-bespangled sky ;

‘or as thou drawest nigh, her waters pure

Vill wax the purer still and change to pearls

iy influence of dgustya who drank

‘he ocean dry, now reigning over-head.

Tow kiss her lotus-face to heart’s content

mnd drink the fragrant dew from off her lips.
und then enjoying sweet the cool embrace
ler rolling wavy hands enclose thee with,
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Sit on her shining mounds, while geutle winds
From Sandal-hills refresh thy weary frame ;

Thus there for thee that wouldst now cross the
Fatigue and fresh'ning breeze are both in store.

A little to her left, behold the sea

Whose margin, girt with tall and dark palm tvee
Shines like a virgin, young and healthy-browa,
Delightful to the heart of gallant youths

Like thee, and decked with pearls that flowing
Wash in upon the sandy reefs which rise

To two-fold heights and spread o'er twice the sf
From dust of Kelakes that fall profuse.

And after staying there awhile, dart on—
__An arrow from the bow of arched heach,

OF which the roaring wave, that fumes and frets
Adown the rocky cliffs on either hand,

Is like the sounding string ; and poised aloft
Upon thy spread-out wings, fly onward fast
—A deadly shot aimed on the town, good Sir,
Where rots that monster with the ten huge he

Thou wilt gaze on the store of waters there
That mix and shine with sub-merged coral reef:
—A wood on fire ; or sky with evening tints
Begemmed ; an elephant in reddest paint;
—Or Hari clad in his own crimson vest ;

A mass of cloud with clefts of lightning glare ;
Or else, my friend, a single frame, —strange sig
Where male and female forms of-life combine,
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The ocean’s frame was nursed in times agone

By fathers of our race who sought to find

The horse the king of Gods had secreted,

And dug the earth with strength surpassing great
If now the lord of waves, with grateful heart,
Directs the hills that hide within and screen
Their wings to welcome thee, reject not thou
The friendly act, fatigueless though thou art.

And resting there in some fair tank, where bloom
The golden lotus flowers and tasting free

The sweets thatjflow therefrom, thou must refres]
Thy way-worn limbs awhile and ease them quite.
Then as thou fliest quick across the sea

To cover fast the course remaining still,

Thou wilt behold Suwela's lofty peak

Whose rocky base is smoothed by dashing waves,

Now in the waters of the deep which lie

Beside that hill, the corals red as gules,

As if from blood its wings did shed profuse
‘When they were cut away, refracting light

On every side through rushing waves that come
In quick array, will show on earth beneath

A twilight scene where stars are shining pearls
And moon, the image thine reflected low.

A ad there upon that hill a garden lies
W here corals, mixed with clustering gems and pe
“Washed in by waves from Paruna’s abode,
A ypear to cause the trees to shoot forth sprouts;
2
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And where the Mendar trees that are brough
And grown by winkless angels with their hanc
From fear of Rakshasas, perfume the air

With scents of flowers of crushing excellence.

Upon its peak thine eyes can get a view
Of Lanka far away :—one mass of white
With countless mansions rising in the air |
She nestles on the ample ocean sands,

A Queen of swans | Now she, on seeing thee,
With fluttering wings of streamers floating hi;
Will seem to start ahead and cooing soft

In gentle tones, await thy dear approach.
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The captive brides of Heaven will please thee the
For, lo | thy sportive gracefulness is matched

By gait of them ; their ringing ornaments

Arve tuneful like thy voice ; thy lanced eyes
Must fail before their glance, the dart of love ;
The hue of silver on their frame is thine

Their sweet discourse excels thy cozy talk ;
Thou charmest danasa and they the mind.

And there the wives of Gods that guard the worl
Endure their bondage, playing captives’ parts ;
For unmolested yet by Rakshasas,

Who fear the smiting of their curses dire,

They roam ; and, pure of breed as is thy bride,
They could consume the burning fire itseif ;
But bide their time, I deem, and wait for help
From_Janaki to glorify her strength.

That town, situate upon the lofty heights

Of Thrikuta where many gems abound,
And ruled o'er by the Rakshasa whose name
Is dreaded by the Guardians of all space,
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Calls as it were the city of the Gods

On Meru's top to match her gorgeousness
And shakes at her her fingers as in scorn
—_Her fingers of the streaming bannerets.

4. Now in this lovely time when clouds are gone

5.

And when thou canst disport thyself at ease,
The moon-stones bright that pave her polishe
Will sweat profuse, and, with their drippings,
The bitter tears of Heavenly nymphs who bid

In sad divorce; bewailing now their fate,

And stung at heart, and maddened by the lau
Of haughty Nights resplendent with the Moo

A tittle of the fire of grief that seethes
Within the heart of Madthsl, which took

At last the shape of all-devouring blaze,
‘While proving friendly to the son of Wind,
Now having burnt her, architects renowned,
Like Visvakarma old, are sure engaged

In building her again, improved in form,
With alterations in her former plan.

And as thou passest viewing all the town,
Thou wilt perceive within her heart a house
Where Heavenly brides are lodged in confine:
At whose sky-kissing heights in service wait,
Celestial cars that used to carry once

The couples of the Gods ; the marvels there
Will fill thy heart with joy and grief at once
In strange admixture of the opposites.
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ow reach the grove that lies beside this House ;
herein the wind blows not as if in fear,

he sun himself is mellow like the moon,

nd seasons all commingle e'er, their joys;

Thile blooming Asokas set it on flame

s if with fire, the friend of Sita’s grief ;

o | thou canst trace there still the mighty steps
f Anjana's strong son who shook its strength.

hen there, with other rangers of the sky

‘hat over-powered are by ardent joy,

‘hou too must fill the vault with wheeling flights
nd cast thy peering eyes this way and that ;
Vhen thou wilt see, good Sir, a Szmsupa,

‘he only friend of Janak: in woe ;

~The tree with dense-grown branches fair,
Vhere on a bough her jewels all are kept.

leneath that tree lies now my priceless gem

—The brightest jewel of the Solar race ;

She had her birth at laying out of grounds

Tor sacrifice ; and she by Virtue's strength

5 safe from fear, my friend, where'er she is ;

- won her during those delightful days,

A prize for feat of strength—mere Fortune’s gift ;
Lo | she will sure attract thy searching eyes.

she is the apple of my eye ; her eyes

\re like the Saplaras ; with arched brows
And richest hair, she owns a complexion
Resembling burnished gold ; she has thy gait;



HAMSA SANDESA.

She’s young and bent with heavy heaving breasts
And waist like that of sacrificial hearth :

The best in every limb, the treasure-trove

Of gracefulness and goddess of true worth !

And she will enter soon thy field of view
As either listless now from grief that takes
Her liveliness away ; or teaching birds

As how they have to take from her to me
Her own message ; or else, with tearful eyes

She looks towards this side and hopeful stands
Expecting news from me, as omens fair
Betoken well that words of love are nigh.

Or else she harangues jewels that are placed

At hand, forgetful so from blank despair,

And asks them if they yet remember well,

Or no, the quickening touch of mine own limbs
Or brings to mind those long-forgotten sports
Which she enjoyed with me upon my bed ;

For such, I fear, are all the ways that Fate

Still keeps within her reach to pass her time !

A streak of faultless beam of moon, surprised
Within the hovel of a filthy knave

That cooks and eats dead dogs ; or else a bough
Of Parijat, transplanted to a wood

Where poison-trees abound ; or high-toned words
Of some great poet, recited in the midst

Of rogues: ah | such I deem is Maithili

Within the house of that night-prowling wretch !
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A lotus tank made muddy by the rain;
A happy word degraded in its sense ;

A lotus thread entangled in the mire ;
An El'phant queen divorced from consort brave
The crescent moon engulfed in darksome clouds
Or every point of space in danger's grip :
A roe in tiger's paw : a bowstring thrown
Upon the ground : scarce sadder these than she

15. Now bringing to her mind as how of old

16.

17.

She found within my arms a safe refuge
When she had fear from Cupid's darts, she hug
Her mother, Earth, with listless bending limbs
Which droop if they but bear the jewels' weigh
Faint at the smearing of the lac, or gasp
For breath if she has to remember aught :
So delicate, so gentle is their make !

Or she is placing on her lotus-hand

My ring and oft doth blush to see it there;
Or on her head, where no crest-jewel shines,
And passes into frequent ecstusy ;

Or else, with great regard she presses it

By turns upon her bulging breasts with care
—Her breasts as shapely as two golden cups,
But hot and fevered now from inward grief,

And now the hot and bitter tears of grief
That fall upon her cup-like breasts in floods
And from them both are scattered all about
Like showers of rain, wash from her limbs I
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11 trace of fragrant unguent smeared on them
¥ Aduasuya, holy-Amba-like ;

v ho got the balm divine of endless worth
-11d fair like her, as fruit of her good deeds.

" she, now wearing loose her ample locks

V hich I in former days could scarce control
Vithin my hand and which now hangs adown
+S if to smell the fragrance from her limbs,
©oks like a bunch of flowers of Parijat
dropped down on earth from hands of 4psaras
“hat offer them in Cupid’s worship there,

v 11d followed all the way by blackest bees.

‘hie wears around her nether limbs a cloth

"V hose golden tint is of the rising sun,

A n1d which, adorned with figures of thy mate,
S just like this in form, brought in with zeal
o me by Vanars from their mountain cave ;
N ow she, thus dressed in vest of morning red,
vIust sure appear another crescent moon

7V hich blends its harmony with twilight hues.

Ter left-foot anklet fair which answers well
I"o this, the right side one, that fell on earth
"o tell us of the way by which she passed,
With music of thy voice, and which deserves
X o be applied unto her lotus-foot
Well-pressed against my lap, is placed alone
U pon a bough ; she gazes on it now

And gazing pales away in silent grief,
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Her limbs, bereft of flower-like jewels bright,
Ate tawny like the fading shoots of plants ;
While countless creepers twine their tiny arms
Within her polished frame, reflected so -;

What more ! she is in such a wretched plight
From cruel sighs that scorch with sorrow’s heat ;
Alas ! she must thus look like Nandan's Grace
Imprisoned in the Home of Rakshasas.

Her all-restraining strength now curbs her mind
And keeps it calm and closed to outward sense ;

On me alone her heart is firmly fixed,

Instructed well by Cupid's lore revealed ;

And by the force of realising thought

‘Which shuns all other things, she seems to learn
The course of concentrated spiritual trance,

The inner soul soft melting in her self.

Her eyes are fixed on vacancy, and sighs

Escape profusely free ; her lotus face

Doth droop and tears descend in floods of rain ;
While all her talk is centred in her grief.
Reduced alas | to such a sad estate

By Fate's decree that none has strength to ward,
She still remains attached to me alone,

And waning, more, and more, sure seethes within.

When thou shalt see her sad and piteous state,
—Alas ! too sad a state for one like her—
Thou too must find it hard to stem within
Thy torrent grief that flows unconscious out.
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h'! how can one not own a heart that melts
‘one has such a purity, not born

1 lands unheard, like that ten-headed worm,
or in a race that battens on raw flesh!

hy tender heart then melting into love,

lirt on to hearts’ content throughout the night
7ith some fair tank that woos thee nigh ; and take
hy needed rest, allaying weariness.

hus wait till dawn of day and know it is

he fittest time when Rakshas women all

re drowned in sleep; convey her then these words
| tones the sweeter from the love they bring.

ill then, sleep thou on mounds of purest sand,
s pleases thee, while fragrant breezes waft -

he cooling rays of moon to kill fatigue

rising from thy journey long. But soon

1ake thou thy slumber off, O king of swaus,

nd deign to rise from bed intent on work

'hen thou dost hear the voice of bees that sing
Tith joy and cling to buds of lotuses.

ount on the SZmsupathe fairest tree

"hose tendrils shake welcome; and seated well
 clear outline on it, subdue thy tone

s sharp as is the twang of Cupid’s bow ;

nd singing first the glory of the race

f Raghus and the Janakas, awake

y dearest love, if aught of gentle sleep

as stolen on her fainting, grief-bound sense.
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Great queen, know that I am the dearest friend
Of thy good Lord who hath still length of days
I bear within my breast his message true

Which is to be the saviour of thy life;

Lo! when the Autumn season comes along

I show by cooings mine to hearts of steel

The fitting time for going forth to fight

Which aye their bravest brides regard with joyv!

Then Maithili will duly honour thee

As thou dost keep reciting news from me,

By raising slow her faded lotus-face

Whose trembling indicates her fear and grief ;
And cast on thee her secret sidelong lovks
That rival, in their grace, the lotus fowers
Which open in the morn and, dripping joy,
Are like them too in honeyed tenderness.

And she, the daughter of the Raghu King,
On seeing thee of purest white unmixed
Confides in thee and, with the hues of hope
Suffusing now her cheeks, like to the moon
That rises in the eastern sky, she lifts

Her pleased face and hearkens to my words
With added care, Do not e'en words of love
By lovers sent make for the women'’s joy ?

Then tell her thus : the sinless king elect

Of all the Kosalas still breathes alive ;

—Thy own good fortune, this—and greets the
‘With words of love and asks thee ¢ how ye do
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11 those characteristic signs on limbs,

7hich mark high worth in men and women here,
ogether meet in thee—so say the wise—

s well as in the frame of Lakshmi great.

snid he, to whom the longest day seemed short

“o dally with thy jewelled gems and gear,

“hus says to thee, great queen, with fainting breath
—To thee whom tyrant fate has carried far

And placed within this isle engulfed in waves,

3ut he doth crush the intervening space ;

And keeps thy form before his mental eye

And speaks to thee through me, your mutual friend,

* The nights which flitted like a moment's breadth
In former times, while we, O loveliness,

Forgetful of the passing hours sate late,

Enslaved by rapture of the kiss, the clasp,

And other such preludes to Cupid’s sports,

The same, though torn to hundred distinct shreds
By fancied caresses extending long,

Now fail to wear away, drawled out by grief.

“’The haughty breeze, subdued of yore by scents
That rose untrammelled from thy cup-like breasts,
Now finding fitting time, starts up at once,

—For thou art far—and giving lofty airs

Invests the earth and sky with Aunda scents

And crushes me to wretched humbleness,

As well as all the drooping lotus flowers ;

—Alas | companions of thy lotus-face.
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“ Redoubted Rama too, his haughty head

Now bending low, his bow unbent, implored

The Spring with frighted looks ¢ O deign to spare
My Sita's neighbourhood *—to craven Spring
That spreads the ends of space with diverse darts
From Cupid’s armory, in lavish wealth,

Which fail not in their aim, and, dipt in sweets,
Are greedy for thelr feast on love-sick brides.

“ When windy hosts from J/a/aya issued,

With hireling bastards of the cuckoo race
Well-flanking them, mid noisy cries of war,
The body straggling on with heavy tread

'Midst dust of jasmine flowers that checked thei
I stood in strange dismay ; and Lakshmana,
Afraid of clatterings their chains of bees

Then made, removed me from the danger’s way

~“ My tender queen | When red Asohas burned

With dazzling flames and blossomed Arranjas
Poured down on them their showers of whitest
Which then resembled most the simmered rice
Reminding me of days gone by, when thou
Didst marry me, with tortured heart I cried,

¢ What shall I say, a fool, to Janaka

Ah ! what that holy sage will say to me !

« And then when rains set in and hilly heighte
Were fragrant with the smell of Kuiajas
That winds did waft-about, the peacocks gay
Tn blessed fellowship with lovely hens
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Vhich knew no rorment from the Rakshasa,
Jeginning dances at the call sublime

)f drumming clouds and flashing lightning rods
‘hat struck the merry note, left not my heart,

It seemed to me that even heavy clouds

Vhich hung adown the sky wept in their turn

1 such a wise, on seeing me, alone,

orlorn in grief, assailed by Cupid's strengh ;

/hen they, with tears that fell from them, drew out
he scalding breath from Earth, thy mother sad ;
Tho, stricken with her grief intense, bemoaned

1 full-toned echoes, shaking every hill.

[ fancy in the breezes from the south

he rapture of thy touch ; in moon, the charm

hat lights thy face ; the world, our common home ;
he earth on which we lie alike, 1 take

3 be our nuptial bed ; the heavenly vault,

'hich dappled is with stars, its curtains gay ;

always thus enjoy thy company,

y gentle bride, though far removed by fute,

The autumn season, stealing softly in

'ith lotus flowers waking from their sleep,
Companions of thy lovely eyes——exhorts
s fittingly to push our equipments

s we have vowed before with firm intent ;
ad grants propitious skies and cusy paths
» lead our forces by, as sure it wants

) speed us ou to thee, O Sita mine,



CANTO IL

“When on my father's word I gave the throne
And all the sovereign power to Bharata,

Thou followedst me to wonds nor caredst for aught
Behind in city or in royal seat.

Alh! thee who even in thy sleep didst rest
Within my arms I have forsaken quite ;

Alas ! Alas! how yearns my heart for thee

And pines in constant grief, my matchless birde!

t“ A few days more, and Lakshmana will bind
The store of waves with spacious bridge of rocks
Torn out from hills, or arrows fleet and strong ;
Give Lanka as a chaplet to the hands

Of sporting Panaras; in deadly fight

Oppose the Rakshasas ; and bathe thy ears
With waves of honied twang, my fairest fair,
That thunder from his mighty-sounding bow.

* And when the debt of deadly hate is paid

By chopping off the monster’s serried heads,
We shall, on conscious pushpaka, survey

The world from out the sky and wander free;
And after thou art crowned, our empress great,
All purpose done, we shall, my bride, enjoy
With hoarded zest, the long forsaken joys
That separation keeps untapt for us.

¢ And thou must bring that too to mind as how
When 1 returned from fight in _Janasthan,
Despatching Aaraand his mighty host,

—All foes as strong as Aawana,—thou healedst
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The wounds upon my breast by close embrace
Of thy two cup-like breasts which swelled with
Of barning joy and checked thy flow of words
As thou didst babble sweet with blissful tears.

«Bring thou to heart and ponder on the grief
That oppressed Sacki too at oddest times;
Remember how the Daughter of the Mount
Was forced to live apart from Szva’s side;
Hence keep thy life secure, my bride, for me
For thou art all the prop my life sustains;
For women true, e'en direst grief is deemed
An honour great if husbands will it so.”

Now guileless friend ! hast thou received my wc
And lodged them in thy heart, ? thy help I need
Thy goodness manifest cannot gainsay,

I am sure, anght that I may ask of thee.

It was on seeing thee so good of yore,

So soft and gracious in thy friendliness

To Natshadla, men knew that purest souls
Like thee are vowed to help afflicted folks.

Thus after thou hast brought my Janaki

To life by timely words, thou mayst rejoice

In growing friendship with the rising kings
That will illuminate the solar line ;

And like the all-pervading Vishnu great

And Lakshmi, thou mayst freely roam, good frier
O'er all the worlds, served by the Queen of swans
—Thy mate and worthy thee in every way.



CANTO 1L

Such was the message great that Rama sent ;
And then with tribes of Panaras, he threw
The bridge across the sea and killed in fight
The monster Ravana ; He won great fame,
And won his Sita back and all his realm,
Ruled till then by the Sandals of his feet.
Once more the blessed Kama made his lands
And royal seat thrice happy by his rule,

May fitting persons test this flawless gem

With faultless ears—the eyes to see its worth ;

“ Swan Messenger,—the gem of song which broug
The pining Sita back to Rama’s breast ;

" Twas cut and fashioned out by Venkates,

—A cultured-mind well-skilled in art and science
And polished oft, for highest purposes,

Upon the whet-stone of his solid wit.
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